illy Ccean leaptup from

make himselfheard,

@ battling against twin-cam.
roa{ and increasing wind noise.
asthe Cromaaccelerated- -
towards Plymouth and & six hou
ferry ride. Siotting the gearlevé
into that long-legged fifth cut th
mechanical thrash, depressing
the grey “enhance” button did-
the rest, Suddenly the first .-
British solo artisttotop the
charts on both sides of the
Atlantic simultaneously was’ -
addressing my ears, notmy -
knees and feet. Thanks tothe
Ambisonic Surround Sound
Processor, the Fiat's four
original Sparkomatic speaker
now filled the cabin with richly
det-*admusicthat seemed to
co.  romevery direction and
yetremainad clearand
unfudged.

Off to Brittany with the car

crammedfull of seif-catering
essentials, | conducted an

instant consumer survey onthe "

four captivelisteners,
Ambiscnie off (bypass mode)
andon (enhance) usinga -
variety of tapes—Elgar's Cetlo
Concerto, Whitney Houston,
Haydn Symphony No 94, Ella
Fitzgerald's Cole Porter, Peter
Gabriel's Sledgehammerand
backto Ocean’s The Going
Gets Tough. Resuit?: .
Unanimous approval of the
Ambisonicin preference to .
ordinary stereo. I'd acquired the
surround-sound system forits
gwnintrinsic qua fittesandinan
effortto counter my grovs iy
dissatisfaction with the Croma.,

The first service was carr ted
ou’  mptly by my friendly local
Fiar u=alership and the oils with
VAT came toa modest £10.67.
Underwarranty they released
the jammed bonnet, fixed the
screenwash, reattached the
offside repeater light and the
bolt which fell out of the tailgate
lock. Butthey missed the
sheared rear washer pipe and
the car had to go back again for
anew length of tubing to be
fitted. . .

Toour surprise there was a
Fiat dealer just two miles from
our holiday hideaway, a comfort
we did not need to take
advantage of. Butit was cloge. It
took 20 minutes aiternate violent
struggling/lateral thinking to
cpen the tailgate cne mormning
andinthe darknessof a4.30 am
pre-dawn depariure to Roscoff
and “home”, a headiamp failed.
Curiously the failure was not
ingicated by any glowing

warning fromthefaciacheck- ~ -

- ithe ftoor. Seconds earliar: -
he'd been struggimgto P

:passed the 3000:mile mar.

-':addltton ofone litre of oil.

panet tt later trans |red thatthe

: Problemwas a faulty.earth (like .
-"ourortgmaltestcar) andthe
c:chéck panel only bothers to.
record blownbulbs::

wags extinguished by the:

2 Returningtothe capital’ s

“potholed and patched -

; suburban roads, the, trim-
---twr tters: asserted thernsetves Lo
renewed vigour:The - ‘

 éngine-induced snstrument

panel buzznowcomesinat
3500 rpminany gear, notjustat .
-speeds over 65 mph, and this

. audible haragsmenthas been-
joined by:a creaking fromthe
Cla/steeting column whenever
the Cromameets aharsh road:
.ridge and/or steetinglockis

applied. There was alsoa week: -

“whenthe car stalled —cold and_

“hot for no apparent reason, -

{wice a day=andthen self-
cured :

~Late August, just two months
after ertterlng the “wholenew -
world" heralded bythose gianit:
‘Cromaplus-globe posters,]
was beginning tolongfora
retumn to the “old order”, to the
solid delights of BMW motoring.
Then the big Fiat decided to
play dirty. . . the rear washer
pipe sheared throughonce
.more (like our originaltest car} .
‘and three days latet the screen™

~washer jammed on-again. The

only way to kill the electric pump
wastowrenchoffthe wires. [ . -
imagined agood use for
Gabriel's stedgehammer!
ltmayindeed be “Big & -
Bonny" as my first report
suggested, but when it comes
to executive car user-
satisfaction, our Cromaand the
standard setters from Germany
areoceansapart . . .

IN BRIEF

Model: Fiat Croma ie Super
Whenacquired: June 24, 1986
Totalmiteage: 4275
Pricewhen new: £11,290
Pricenow: £11,499

Overall mpy: 26.7

Faulls and failures

Onarrival: Misaligned side repeater light,
dirton B-pillarinterior trim, il fitting
window switch and nearside rear door.
0-1200 miles: Repeater lightfell off,
bonnet release broke, slight reluctance to
slarnt, rearwasher pipe sheared, screen
washerjammed on, bolt felf out of

tailgate lock.

1200-4200 fhiles: Spate of stalling, rear
washer pipe sheared again, tailgate
jammed shut, offside headlamp falled,
screenwashet jammed on again, facia
developed majot creak, reverse gear
increasingly hard to select,

BISBT weekending September20, 1986,
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