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1
SOUND REPRODUCTION SYSTEM HAVING
A MATRIX CONVERTER

This is a continuation of application Ser. No. 08/513,166,
filed Aug. 9, 1995, which is a continuation of application
Ser. No. 08/104,097, filed as PCT/GB92/00267, Feb. 14,
1992 published as W0O92/15180, Sep. 3, 1992 both aban-
doned.

This invention relates to the reproduction and transmis-
sion of sound using more than two loudspeakers.

The reproduction of stereophonic sound using two loud-
speakers has long been known to give an imperfect illusion
of phantom illusory sound images lying between the loca-
tions of the two loudspeakers. For a listencr positioned at an
ideal stcreo seat position in the listening area, the high
frequencies of phantom illusory images are displaced further
from the point midway between the two loudspeakers than
are the low frequencies, resulting in imperfect image sharp-
ness. For listeners away from the ideal stereo seat position,
the illusory sound images are all displaced towards the
nearer of the two loudspeakers. As a listener at the ideal
stereo scat position rotates his‘her head, the illusory imagcs
also rotate in position to a lesser extent.

Thesc defects degrade the naturalness of the siereophonic
illusion, and cause listening fatigue and lessened enjoyment,
and also make it difficult for several listeners in a room all
to enjoy a good stereophonic illusion. These defects become
particularly serious when the stercophonic sound is associ-
atcd with a visual image, such as is the case with Television,
video or film programmes, audiovisual and son et lumiere
presentations, theatrical performances with stereophonic
sound effects, and amplified live musical performances. It is
found empirically that angular discrepancies between the
apparen! directions of visual images and their associated
sounds are noticeable if greater than four degrees, and are
objcctionable if greater than eleven degrees.

It has long been known that these faults can be reduced
or ameliorated by the use of three or more loudspeakers
distributed across the stereophonic sound siage. These loud-
speakers can either be fed with independent transmission
channel signals, one for each loudspeaker system, conveying
an improved stereophonic illusion, or they can be fed with
signals derived from a smaller number of transmission
channel signals using a mixing or matrixing process. This
invention relates to the use of an improved matrixing
process to obtain improved illusory phantom images.

In the prior art, it is known that the results obtained by
feeding stereophonic audio transmission signals to a stereo-
phonic arrangement of loudspeakers can sometimes be
improved by adding an additional loudspeaker between each
adjacent pair of loudspeakers, and feeding that additional
loudspeaker with the average of the transmission signals fed
to the adjacent pair of loudspeakers, possibly with an
additional predetermined gain.

For example, if signals L and R are normally used to feed
the respective left and right loudspeakers of a two-loud-
speaker stereophonic system, then these can be supple-
mented by an additional central loudspeaker fed with the
signal 14k (I.+R), where k is a predetermined amplitude gain.
Various values of the predetermined gain have been sug-
gested in the prior art literature, often between k=0.7 and
k=2, but no ideal value exists that improves all aspects of the
stereophonic illusion. In general, it is found that the larger
the value of k, the better is the stability of central illusory
phantom imagcs as a listener changes position in the listen-
ing area, but the narrower is the apparent total width of the
reproduced illusory stereophonic stage.
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This above prior art proposal, sometimes known as the
“bridged centre loudspeaker” method, not only gives an
imperfecl improvement of the illusory stereophonic effect,
but gives a degree of improvement that varies considerably
according to the nature of the recording or mixing technique
used to produce the original stereophonic signals L and R. It
will be appreciated that many different methods have been
proposed and used to produce transmission signals suitable
for stereophonic reproduction via two or more loudspeakers,
for example, signals derived from widely spaced micro-
phones, signals derived from a plurality of spacially coin-
cident directional microphones pointing in different direc-
tions, signals derived by electrically simulating stereophonic
positioning of multiplc monophonic source signals, and
various hybrids of these above techniques.

It is desirable thal any method of reproducing such
signals over a greater number of loudspeakers should work
well for all such different recording techniques. It is found
empirically that the bridged centre loudspeaker method of
reproduction varies considerably in its results depending on
the recording technique used to produce the original stereo-
phonic signals, and that the best value of the predetermincd
gain k is very depcndent upon which recording technigue
has been used.

Another specific defect of the bridged centre loudspeaker
method is that it does not preserve the original recorded
level-balance between different sounds in the original ste-
reophonic signals. The total reproduced energy at a moment
fed into the listening room is proportional to the sum of the
squares of the outputs of the loudspeakers in the room, and
the total cncrgy L?+R? of the two-speaker stercophonic
signal described in the above example does not equal, and is
not proportional to, the total reproduced energy

L2+R2+[¥k(L+R)P?

emitted by the three loudspeakers of the bridged centre
loudspeaker method.

Another prior art proposal matrixes signals L and R
originally intended for reproduction via a respective left and
right loudspeaker of a two-speaker stereophonic system so
as to feed the respective left, centre and right loudspeakers
of a three loudspeaker system by feeding the centre loud-
speaker with a signal ¥k, (L+R) that is proportional to the
average of the two original signals, and the left and right
loudspeakers with respective signals 2k, (L—R} and Y2k, (R—
L) proportional to the difference between the original left
and right signals and its polarity inverse. This proposal,
which has been termed the Hughes SRS method, gives very
stable reproduction of monophonic central images, which
are only emitted by the centre loudspeaker, and also gives a
reasonable impression of left/right directionality for a lis-
tener positioned at an ideal stereo seat position by means of
the process known as acoustic matrixing, whereby the
sounds travelling from different loudspeakers to the two ears
reinforce and cancel each other in such a manner as to
recreate interaural phase relationships characteristic of left/
right positioning.

However, the Hughes SRS method has the defect that all
sounds are reproduced with equal energy from both the left
and the right loudspeakers, so that any illusion of direction-
ality is created purely by phase relationships between the
loudspeaker outputs. Under these conditions, acoustic
matrixing creates an impression of left/right directionality
only over a narrow listening area, and even at an ideal stereo
seat position gives an illusion that gives poor reproduced
width at highcr frequencies, especially those above about 2
kHz.
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Numerous other methods have been proposed in the prior
art for feeding a first plurality n; of loudspeaker feed signals
to a second greater plurality n, of Ioudspeakers using an
n,Xn, linear matrix circuit or means having n; inputs and n,
outputs. Much of this prior art has been applied to so-called
quadraphonic or surround-sound systems intended for the
reproduction of directionality over a 360° range of angular
directions around a listener, but some of this prior art has
also been applied to systems of the sterecophonic kind
intended to reproduce a directional effect over a frontal
sector of directions usually subtending an angle of less than
180° at a listening position.

All prior art systems of reproducing stereophonic signals
intended for a first plurality of loudspcakers via a second
larger plurality of stercophonic loudspeakers have given an
imperfect illusion of directionality. Although the ears and
brain produce a directional illusion from stimuli in a manner
that is not wholly understood, many aspects of the percep-
tion of directional effect can be described reasonably well in
terms of four physical quantities at the position of the head
of a listener.

These four quantities are the acoustical pressure, which is
a scalar quantity, the acoustic velocity, which is a vector
quantity with direction, the acoustic energy, which is a scalar
quantity, and the sound intensity, which is a vector quantity
describing the direction and magnitude of energy flow of the
sound field.

The ratio of acoustic velocity to acoustic pressure pro-
vides a vector quantity that can be used, over any limited
frequency band below a frequency of about 700 Hz, to
predict the localisation of sounds according to theories of
sound localisation based on interaural phase cues. The ratio
of sound intensity to acoustical energy can similarly be used
to predict the localisation of sounds at higher frequencies,
typically between 700 Hz and 5 kHz, but can also be used
to predict localisation at lower frequencies when the sounds
arriving from different loudspeakers are largely uncorrelated
in phase, as is the case when loudspeakers are at different
distances from the listener with path length differences of a
number of wavelengths.

Sound localisation theorics based on the ratio of acoustic
velocity to acoustic pressure are termed velocity vector
localisation theories, whereas those based on the ratio of
sound intensity to acoustic energy are termed energy vector
theories. To a first approximation, at lower frequencies
below around 700 Hz for listemers equidistant from all
loudspeakers, sound is localised in the direction of the
acoustic velocity vector, and at higher frequencies and for
highly non-equidistant loudspeaker locations of the listener,
sound is localised in the direction of the sound intensity
vector. It will be understood that the frequency of 700 Hz is
a broad indication, and that in practice it is found that there
is a broad frequency range across which both theories of
sound localisation have some applicability.

It is a defect of many existing methods of stereophonic
reproduction, including conventional two-loudspeaker ste-
reophony, that many illusory directions give rise to vector
directions of acoustical velocity and of sound intensity that
differ markedly from one another even at an idcal stereo seat
position. The differences of direction of the vectors of
acoustical velocity and of sound intensity are often consid-
erably less for stereophonic signals originated for reproduc-
tion via three or more loudspeakers.

All prior art methods of reproduction of a first plurality of
signals intended for stereophonic reproduction via a first
stereophonic arrangement of loudspeakers via a second
larger plurality of loudspeakers suffer from one or more
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defects, which include an alteration of the recorded level-
balance between sounds in a stercophonic recording, angular
differences between the vector directions of acoustical
velocity and of sound intensily, and an inadequate width of
reproduction of the stereophonic sound stage.

In the prier art, matrix methods are not only used to feed
a first plurality of loudspeaker feed signals into a second
larger plurality of loudspeakers, but are also used to provide
third pluralities of transmission channel signals, intended for
use in storage, transmission or recording of the stereophonic
effect, and for providing from such third pluralities of
transmission channel signals loudspeaker feed signals
intended for reproduction via a second plurality of loud-
speakers. The process of deriving the third plurality of
transmission signals from the first plurality of loudspeaker
feed signals is generally termed encoding, and the process of
deriving the second plurality of loudspeaker feed signals
from the third plurality of transmission channel signals is
generally termed decoding.

Such systems of matrix encoding and decoding have been
widely used in connection with prior art quadraphonic,
surround-sound and ambisonic systems. Some such systems
are hierarchical in the sense that they allow for a number of
different possible values for the first plurality, a number of
different values for the second plurality, and a number of
different values for the third plurality, while ensuring the
following desirable properties:

(i) when the first and second pluralities are equal and the
third plurality is not less than the first plurality, the
second loudpeaker feed signals are identical (apart
from a possible overall gain change) to the first loud-
speaker feed signals.

(i) the second loudspeaker feed signals remain
unchanged for any given choice of the first and second
pluralities for any choice of third plurality that is not
less than the smaller of the first and second plurality.

(iii) If a first plurality of loudspeaker feed signals is
encoded into a third plurality of transmission channels
and then decoded inlo a second plurality of loudspeaker
feed signals, and then encoded into a fourth plurality of
transmission channels and then decoded into a fifth
plurality of loudspeaker feed signals, then the rcsults
are the samc as for encoding the first plurality of
loudspeaker feed signals into a sixth plurality (equal to
the least of the second, third and fourth pluralities) of
transmission channels and then decoding into the fifth
plurality of loudspeaker feed signals.

(iv) the results of encoding a first plurality of loudspeaker
feed signals into a not smaller third plurality of trans-
mission channels and then decoding into a second
plurality greater than the first plurality of loudspeaker
feed signals is to provide a reproduction via the second
loudspeaker arrangement substantially retaining or
improving the subjective directional effect intended
originally via the first plurality of loudspeakers.

This kind of hierarchical system of encoding and decod-
ing is operationally desirable in that the procedurc for
handling a plurality of loudspeaker feed signals does not
depend on whether it was originated originally for another
number of Ioudspeakers, nor on whether it has been passed
through intermediate stages of encoding and decoding. It
will be appreciated that there are various proposals for
stereophonic sound using different numbers of loudspeaker
feed signals, including possible pluralities two, threc, four or
five for covering a frontal stereophonic sector of directions.

In different applications of stereophony, different plurali-
ties of loudspeaker feed signals may be operationally con-
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venient or customary. For example, most sound broadcasting
and rccordings made for record or Compact Disc release
have been prepared in a two-speaker format, although some
recordings in the 1950’s were prepared in a three-speaker
formal. Many recordings made for standard Television usc
similarly use the two-speaker format, bul many cinema
soundtracks have been recorded in three or five-speaker
formats for the front-stage stercophonic sound. With high
definition Television (HDTV), it has been proposed 1o use
cither three or four loudspeakers for the frontal stereophonic
stage, and it is possiblc that a different choice of plurality
may be made for use with different systems of HDTV or by
different broadcasters using the same system of HDTV.

A hierarchical system of encoeding and decoding ste-
reophony would greatly ease the task of converting signals
intended for one plurality of stereophonic loudspeakers for
reproduction via another, and would allow each recording or
broadcasting organisation to make their own choice of
plurality while being ablc to make use of stereophonic
material made by other organisations using a different ptu-
rality. Similarly, the final listener will also have the choicc
of which plurality of loudspeakers he or she uses.

The UMX system of surround-sound reproduction is a
known prior-art hierarchical system, but is not optimised for
frontal-stage stereophony. The problem of designing an
effective hierarchical system of stercophony has not hitherto
been solved. This is because in the case of surround sound,
one can make use of the rotational symmetry of the desired
sound stage, whereas stereophony has a much lesser degree
of mathematical symmetry, which makes the problem of
finding hierarchical systems much harder to solve, espe-
cially if one takes the subjective quality of directional results
into account, ie. the requirement (iv} listed above in the
requirements of a hierarchical system.

Most stereophonic loudspeaker arrangements do have at
least an approximate left/right symmetry, i.e. for each
speaker placed to the left of a forward direction, there is a
second loudspeaker placed in a symmetrically disposed
position to the right of the forward direction, and vice-versa.
While in practice there are often departures from exact
lef/right symmetry, it is customary to design loudspeaker
feed signals on the assumption of an exact such symmetry in
the loudspeaker layout. It is found that with normal small
departures from symmetry, the subjective resulis remain
rcasonably satisfactory. It will be understood that references
to “front”, “forward”, “left” and “right” directions in this
document are purely a matter of convenience, and that the
“front” or “forward” direction may in fact be any chosen
convenient direction in space, and the “left” and “right”
directions may be any chosen opposite directions orthogonal
to that direction designated as “front” or“forward”.

One aspect of this invention provides matrix means for
converting a first plurality of signals intended to feed a first
plurality of loudspeakers in a stereophonic arrangement into
a second grecater plurality of loudspeaker feed signals suit-
able for feeding a second plurality of loudspeakers in a
second stereophonic arrangement, in a manncr that subtan-
tially preserves the width of the reproduced illusory sound
stage and that substantially preserves or improves the sound
localisation qualities of illusory phantom sound images [or
listeners across a broad listening area.

Another aspect provides matrix means for converting a
first plurality of signals intended to feed a first plurality of
loudspeakers in a stcrcophonic arrangement into a second
greater plurality of loudspeaker feed signals suitable for
feeding a sccond plurality of loudspeakcrs in a second
stercophonic arrangement in a manner that substantially
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preserves or improves the sound localisation qualities and
level-balance of different sounds within the original signals.

Another aspect provides matrix systems of transmission,
storage, recording and reproduction of mullispeaker stereo-
phonic sound for encoding first pluralities n, ol signals
intended for reproduction via said first pluralities of sterco-
phonic loudspcakers into third pluralities m of transmission,
storage or recording channels, and for decoding said third
pluralities m of channel signals to provide second pluralilies
n, of signals suitable for reproduction via said second
pluralities of loudspeakers in a stereophornic arrangement, in
a manner ensuring that when said third plurality is not less
than said first plurality and said second plurality exceeds
said first plurality, the resulting system achieves the above-
stated first or second object of the invention.

Another aspect provides a hierarchical system, in the
above-stated sense, for transmitting, recording, or storing of
first pluralities of signals intended for siereophonic repro-
duction via said first pluralities of loudspeakers via third
pluralities of transmission, storage or recording channels,
and for decoding second pluralities of signals intended for
reproduction via second pluralities of loudspeakers in a
stereophonic arrangement covering a sector of reproduced
directions.

Another aspect provides means for reproducing sterco-
phonic signals intended for reproduction via two loudspeak-
ers via three or more loudspeakers so as to achieve an
improved stability of illusory phantom images near the
centre of the stereophonic sound stage as the listener moves
around a listening area, while retaining a wide reproduced
stage width for listcners across the listening area.

Ancther aspect provides mcans for reproducing stereo-
phonic sounds associated with a visual image in a manner
ensuring improved matching of the apparent visual image
and audible phantom illusory sound image directions for
listeners and viewers placed across a lisiening area.

Another aspect provides a high quality of directional
images for source directions additional to those at or half-
way between originally-intended loudspeaker directions
both for listeners at an idcal stereo seat position and for
listeners away from said position across a broad listening
area.

According to one aspect of the invention there is provided
a matrix converter R,, ,,, for converting a first audio signal
stereophonically encoded for reproduction over n, speakers
into a second audio signal stereophonically encoded for
reproduction over n, loudspeakers, when n,, n, are inte-
gers>1 and n,>n,, characterised in that the matrix converter
R is an cnergy preserving matrix arranged substantially to
preserve to within an overall constant of proportionality,
which may be frequency dependent, the total reproduced
energy and the directional effect of the encoded audio signal.

The matrix converier may, for example form part of a
fransmission encoder, or a reproduction decoder as later
described. It may be implemented by software in an appro-
priate digital signal processor of the type well known in the
art, or by a hard-wired network in the analogue domain.

According to the invent-ion in a first aspect, a matrix
reproduction dccoding means is provided responsive to a
first plurality of signals representing loudspeaker feed sig-
nals intended for reproduction via a said first plurality of
loudspeakers disposed in a first stereophonic arrangement
across a first sector of directions and providing a second
greater plurality of output signals representing loudspeaker
feed signals intended for reproduction via a said second
plurality of loudspeakers disposed in a second stereophonic
arrangement across a second sector of directions, said matrix
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means being such as to substantially preserve, to within an
overall constant of proportionality which may be dependent
on frequency, the total reproduced energy intended via said
first sterecophonic arrangement via said second stercophonic
arrangement, said matrix means being further such as to
subslantially preserve or improve the illusory siereophonic
effect intended via said first stereophonic arrangement via
said second siereophonic arrangement.

According to the invention in a second aspect, a matrix
reproduction decoding means is provided responsive to a
first plurality of signals representing loudspeaker feed sig-
nals intended for reproduction via a said first pluralily of
loudspeakers disposed in a first stereophonic arrangement
across a first sector of directions and providing a second
greater plurality of output signals representing loudspeaker
feed signals intended for reproduction via a said second
plurality of loudspeakers disposed in a second stereophonic
arrangement across a second sector of directions, said matrix
means being such as to substantially preserve, to within an
overall constant of proportionality which may be dependent
on frequency, the total reproduced energy intended via said
first stereophonic arrangement via said second stereophonic
arrangement, said matrix means being further such as to
substantially preserve, to within a second constant of pro-
portionality that may be dependent on frequency the angular
disposition, measured as the angle of the direction from a
predetermined notional forward direction at a predetermined
preferred listening position, of velocity vectors intended via
said first stereophonic arrangement when reproduced via
said matrix means via said second stereophonic arrange-
ment, and said matrix means being further such as to
substantially preserve, to within a third constant of propor-
tionality that may be dependent on frequency, the angular
disposition of sound intensity vectors intended via said first
stereophonic arrangement when reproduced via said matrix
means via said second stereophonic arrangement.

In a preferred implementation of the invention when said
first plurality equals two, said third constani of proportion-
ality is dependent on frequency.

In a preferred implementation of the invention when said
first and second stereophonic arrangements are substantially
left/right symmetric, said matrix reproduction decoding
means is preferably also left/right, symmetrical, in the sense
that if all left inputs and outputs were to be exchanged with
their right counterparts, the resulis given by the matrix
reproduction decoding means would remain substantially
unchanged.

In another preferred implementation of the invention, the
angular dispositions of the reproduced velocity vectors a1
frequencies across several octaves of the audio frequency
range is arranged to be substantially identical to the angular
dispositions of the sound intensity vectors when said matrix
means provides signals to bc reproduced via said second
stereophonic arrangement.

In a preferred implementation of the invention, said third
constant of proportionality is arranged to be greater within
an audio frequency band above 5 kHz than within the audio
band at frequencies between 700 Hz and 3 kHz. Said
increased third constant of proportionality above 5 kHz is
especially desirable when said first plurality equals two.

In another preferred implementation of the invention
when said first plurality equals two, there is provided means
for modifying the reproduced width having the effect of
altering the gain of that signal component representing the
difference of said first loudspeaker feed signals intended for
said first stereophonic arrangement.

In preferred implementations of the invention, the ratio of
said second constant of proportionality to said third constant
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of proportionality should lie within the range from onc half
to two.

According to another aspect there is provided a conver-
sion matrix for converting a first ambisonically encoded
audio signal having components W, X and Y or lincar
combinations thereof into a second, stereophonically
enceded signal for reproduction over n, loudspeakers, where
0, is an integer=3, the conversion matrix comprising a n,x2
conversion matrix means according 1o any preceding aspect
arranged to receive at one input a first signal M, formed
from the sum of the omnidircctional component W and a
first velocity component X and at the other input a signal S
formed from the other velocity component Y and means for
outputting a further signal component derived from the
difference T, of the said components W and X.

This aspect encompasses both the case where the sum and
difference components are explicitly present and also a
matrix arranged o carry out equivalent operations on
pseudo-left/right signal. Here, as elsewhere in the present
application, the matrices referred may be split to form a
functionally equivalent series of malrices or maybe coa-
lesced into a single equivalent matrix and it will be under-
stood that all such arrangements fall within the scope of the
invention.

According to the invention in a third aspect, there is
provided a transmission matrix decoder means responsive to
a third plurality greater than two of transmission channel
signals producing a second plurality not less than said third
plurality of signals representing second loudspeaker feed
signals intended for reproduction via a said second plurality
of loudspeakers disposed in a second stereophonic arrange-
ment across a second sector of directions, where said trans-
mission channel signals represent first stereophonic Ioud-
speaker feed signals intended to feed a first plurality of
loudspeakers disposed in a first stereophonic arangement
across a first sector of directions, wherein when said first
plurality equals said second plurality, said transmission
matrix decoding means is such that said second loudspeaker
feed signals are substantially identical, to within an overall
gain and equalisation, to said first stereophonic loudspeaker
feed signals, and wherein when said first plurality is less
than said second plurality and is not greater than said third
plurality, said transmission matrix decoder means consti-
tutes a reproduction matrix decoding means for the intended
first Ioudspeaker feed signals according to the invention in
its first or second aspecis. ,

In a preferred implementation of the invention in its third
aspect, said transmission channel signals are such that for
each first plurality not greater than said third plurality,
precisely a said first plurality of transmission channel signals
may be substantially nonzero, and such that for any first said
first plurality less than a second said first plurality. the
transmission channel inputs to said transmission matrix
decoding means for which said transmission matrix channel
signals are substantially nonzero for said first said first
plurality is a subset of thc transmission channel inputs for
which the transmission channel signals are substantially
nonzero for said second said first plurality.

According to the invention in a fourth aspect, there is
provided a transmission matrix encoder means responsive to
a plurality greater than two of signals representing loud-
speaker feed signals intended to feed a said plurality of
loudspeakers disposed in a stereophonic arrangement across
a sector of directions producing a said plurality of transmis-
sion channel signals suitable for use with a signal transmis-
sion, recording or storage means, whereby the inverse of
said transmission matrix encoder means constitutes a trans-
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mission matrix decoder means according to the invention in
its third aspcct.

In a preferred form of the invention in its Tourth aspect,
the inverse transmission matrix decoder means according to
the invention in its third aspect is in accordance with the
preferred implementation of the invention in its third aspect,
and the additional transmission matrix encoder means
required to produce a smaller said first plurality greater than
two of transmission channel signals that are substantially
nonzero representing loudspeaker feed signals intended for
reproduction via a said smaller said first plurality of loud-
spcakers is also a transmission matrix cncoder mcans
according to the invention in its fourth aspect.

This preferred form of the invention in its fourth aspect
ensures that the different third pluralities of transmission
channel signals provided in response to the different first
pluralities ol loudspeaker feed signals by encoding means,
and the associated second pluralities of decoded loudspeaker
feed signals derived from the different third pluralities of
transmission channel signals derived by the inverse decoders
constitutes a hierarchical sysiem of encoding and decoding
in the earlier-defined sense.

According to the invention in a fifth aspect, therc is
provided a matrix system for encoding a first plurality of
signals representing loudspeaker feed signals intended for
reproduction via a said first ‘plurality of loudspeakers dis-
poscd in a first stereophonic arrangement across a first sector
of directions into a third plurality of transmission channel
signals and for decoding said third plurality of transmission
channel signals into a second plurality of output signals
representing loudspeaker feed signals intended for repro-
duction via a said second plurality of loudspeakers disposed
in a second stereophonic arrangement across a second sector
of directions, such that said transmission matrix encoding
means used in conjunction with said transmission matrix
decoding mcans constitutes a reproduction matrix decoding
means in accordance with the invention in its first or second
aspects.

According to the invention in a sixth aspect, there is
provided a transmission matrix decoding means responsive
to a third plurality of transmission channel signals and
providing a second plurality of output signals representing
loudspeaker feed signals intended for reproduction via a said
sccond plurality of loudspeakers.disposed in a second ste-
reophonic arrangement across a second sector of directions
intended for use with transmission channel signals provided
via a transmission matrix encoding means, such that the
resulting system constitutes a matrix encoding and decoding
system in accordance with the invention in its fifth aspect.

According to the invention in a seventh aspect, there is
provided a transmission matrix encoding means responsive
to one or more first pluralities of signals representing
loudspeaker feed signals intended for reproduction via a said
first plurality of loudspeakers disposed in a first stereophonic
arrangement across a first sector of directions and providing
a third plurality greater than two and not Icss than said said
first plurality of transmission channel signals intended for
use with a transmission matrix decoding means such that the
resulting system constitutes a matrix encoding and decoding
system in accordance with the invention in its fifth aspect.

According to the invention in an eighth aspect, there is
provided matrix decoding means according to the invention
in its first, sccond, third or sixth aspects intended for use
with loudspeakers (or loudspeaker systems) some of which
have a more limited bass reproduction capability than the
other loudspeakers, whereby said matrix decoding means is
modified at low frequencies so as to provide less bass to said
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loudspeakers or loudspeaker systems which have a more
limited bass reproduction capability than to said other Joud-
speakers.

According to thc invention in a ninth aspect, there is
provided a matrix decoding mcans according to the inven-
tion in its first, second, third, sixth or eighth aspects, also
incorporating or used in association with delay compensa-
tion means for output signals intended for feeding 10 repro-
duction loudspeakers not all disposed at identical distances
from a preferred listening position, whereby said delay
compensation means ensures that signals from all loud-
speakers arrive at said listening position at a substantially
identical time.

In a preferred implementation of the invention in its ninth
aspect, the inlended stercophonic arrangement of the repro-
duction loudspeakers is substantially left/right symmetric
and said preferred listening position is disposcd on the axis
of left/right symmetry.

According to the invention in a tenth aspect, there is
provided transmission encoding means for encoding a first
plurality of signals representing loudspcaker feed signals
intended for reproduction via a said first plurality of loud-
speakers disposed in a stereophonic arrangement across a
sector of directions into a larger third plurality of transmis-
sion channel signals, said encoding means providing results
equivalent to a reproduction matrix decoding means accord-
ing to the invention in its first, second, third, or sixth aspects
responsive to said first plurality of signals providing a fourth
plurality, not greater than said third plurality and larger than
said first plurality, of signals representing loudspeaker feed
signals intended for reproduction via a said fourth plurality
of loudspeakers disposed in a stereophonic arrangement
across a fourth sector of directions, followed by an encoding
means according to the invention in its fourth or seventh
aspects responsive to said fourth plurality of signals and
providing said third plurality of transmission channel sig-
nals.

According to the invention in an eleventh aspect, there is
provided reproduction matrix decoder means responsive to
a first plurality of signals proportional to signals intended for
reproduction via a said first plurality of loudspeakers dis-
posed in a first left/right symmetric stereophonic arrange-
ment across a first sector of directions and providing a
second greater plurality of signals proportional to signals
intended for reproduction via a said second plurality of
loudspeakers disposed in a second left/right symmetric
stereophonic arrangement across a second sector of direc-
tions, said matrix decoder means comprising an input sum
and difference matrix means for each pair of signals intended
for a left/right symmetrically disposed pair of loudspcakers
in said first arrangement, a first linear or matrix means
responsive to all said sum signals and to any of said first
plurality of signals proportional to a central loudspeaker
feed signal for said first arrangement providing a first
number not less than the number of signals into said first
linear or matrix means of first output signals, a second linear
or matrix means responsive to all said difference signals
providing a second number not less than the number of said
difference signals of output difference signals, said first
purmnber and said second number adding up to said second
plurality, and output sum and difference matrix means, one
associated with each left/right symmetric pair of loudspeak-
ers in said second arrangement, each responsive o one of
said first output signals and one of said output difference
signals and providing signals from said second plurality of
signals intended for said associated pair of loudspeakers in
said second arrangement, whercby any of said second plu-
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rality of signals proportional to a central loudspeaker feed
signal for said second arrangement is derived from one
output of said first linear or matrix means.

Other aspects, embodiments, objects and advantages of
the invention will be apparent from the description.

Embodiments of the invention will now be described by
way Of example with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings in which:

FIGS. 1a to 1g illustrate examples of loudspeaker
arrangements which may be used with the invention.

FIGS. 2 and 3 show schematic block diagrams of matrix
reproduction decoding means in accordance with the inven-
tion.

FIG. 4 shows a reproduction decoder producing three
output signals from two input signals.

FIG. 5 shows a frequency-dependent version of the
decoder of FIG. 4.

FIGS. 6 and 7 show block schematics of systems of
encoding and decoding transmission signals from and to
two- and three-loudspeaker reproduction signals.

FIG. 8 shows a frequency-dependent means for encoding
two signals into three transmission channels and for decod-
ing two signals into three loudspcakcr signals.

FIG. 9 shows a matrix reproduction decoding means that
comprises two other matrix reproduction deceding means
connected in series.

FIG. 10 is a schematic indicating how stereo signals for
any plurality of loudspeakers may be mixed with and
decoded for stereo reproduction via any larger number of
loudspeakers.

FIG. 11 is a schematic of a system of encoding and
decoding stereo signals to and from transmission channcl
signals.

FIG. 12 shows a transmission encoder comprising the
series connection of a reproduction decoder with another
transmission encoder.

FIG. 3 shows a transmission decoder comprising the
series connection of another transmission decoder with a
reproduction decoder.

F1G. 14 is a schematic of a hierarchy of transmission
encoders accepting signals intended for different pluralitics
of stereo loudspeakers.

FIG. 15 is a schematic of the hierarchy inverse to that of
FIG. 14 for decoding transmission signals into signals
intended for any plurality of stereo loudspeakers.

FIG. 16 is a flow diagram indicating the procedure for
designing a hierarchical system of transmission encoders
and decoders in accordance with FIGS. 14 and 15 and the
invention.

FIG. 17 shows a 4x2 matrix reproduction decoder accord-
ing to the invention.

FIG. 18 shows a schematic of a 4x3 matrix reproduction
decoder according to the invention.

FIG. 19 shows a schematic of an nyxn, matrix reproduc-
tion decoder according to the invention.

FIG. 20 shows rectangular and angular coordinates of
loudspeakers with respect to a listener.

FIGS. 21 to 25 show graphs of paramecters describing the
localisation quality of stereo imapes for reproduction via
two loudspeakers (FIGS. 21 and 22) and of two-channel
sterco via 3x2 matrix reproduction decoders (FIGS. 23 to
25).

FIG. 26 shows the use of delay compensation means lo
compensate for different loudspeaker distances.

FIG. 27 shows a multispeaker stercophonic portable
reproduction apparatus in accordance with the invention.

FIGS. 28 and 29 show audiovisual muliispeaker sterco-
phonic apparatus for use with the invention.
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FIG. 30 is a schematic of a multispeaker stercophonic
system using a prcamplifier control unit incorporating a
matrix decoder.

FIG. 31 is a schematic of a mullispcaker stereophonic
system in which a preamplifier control unit feeds a matrix
decoder.

FIG. 32 shows the use of the invention in a multispeaker
stereophonic public address sysiem.

FIG. 33 shows a loudspeaker arrangement in a car for use
with the invention.

FIG. 34a is a 3-spcaker decoder for B-format signals;

FIG. 345 is a n-speaker decoder for B-format signals;

FIG. 34c is a rotation matrix for use in the decoder of
FIGS. 34a and 34b;

FIG. 35 shows the encoding to and decoding from trans-
mission signals of a directional sound encoding system;

FIG. 36 shows the relationship between conversion matri-
ces and transmission encoding matrices;

FIG. 37 shows the structure of a cascadable hierarchy for
stereo and surround sound.

STEREOPHONIC LOUDSPEAKER
ARRANGEMENTS

Typical stereophonic arrangements with left/right sym-
metry of loudspeakers covering a sector (3) of directions in
front of a listener (4) which are suitable for use in connection
with the invention are shown in FIGS. 1a to 1g. FIG. 14
shows a typical monophonic loudspeaker C, in front of a
listener (4), such as might be used for monephonic repro-
duction of a stereophonic signal. FIG. 15 shows a typical
two-speaker arrangement with respective left and right loud-
speakers L, and R,. FIG. 1c¢ shows a typical three-speaker
arrangement with respective left, centre and right loudspeak-
ers Ly, C; and R;. FIG. 14 shows a typical four-speaker
arrangement with respective loudspeakers L,, Ly, Ry and R,
from left to right in front of the listener (4). FIG. 1e shows
a typical five-speaker arrangement with respective loud-
speakers Lg, L;, Cs5, R, and R from left to right in front of
the listener (4).

In all these arrangements, for the various numerical
subscripts p, the symbol C, is used to indicate a central
loudspeaker in a (notional) frontal direction (5) with respect
to an ideally situated listener (4), L, is used to indicatc a
loudspeaker placed in a direction at an angle 0, towards the
(notional) Icft (6) of due front (5) at the hstencr @),
measured in an anticlockwise direction, and R, is used to
indicate a loudspeaker placed symmetrically to ‘the right in
a direction at an angle 8, to the (notional) right of due front
(5). In FIGS. 15 10 1e, aI] loudspeakers are placed at equal
distances from the ideal listener position (4) and face
towards the position of the listener (4).

However, other arrangements are possible, and by way of
example, FIG. 1f shows an alternative preferred three-
speaker arrangement with respective left, centre and right
loudspeakers L.,, C, and R, in which the three loudspeakers
are at an equal distance from the listener (4), but where the
two outer loudspeakers are angled in such that their axes
(10) cross in front of the listener (4) as shown. FIG. 1g
shows another alternative three-speaker arrangement in
which the outer loudspeakers L, and R, are angled in as
before, but where the centre loudspeaker C, lies at the centre
of a line joining L; and R,, and so is closer to the listener
).

The angles B, subtended by the loudspeakers may be
chosen across a broad range of values according to conve-
nience or the desired stage width of stereophonic presenta-
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tion. However, it is generally found that if the angle sub-
tended at the listener {4) between adjacent loudspeakers is
too large, then the quality of phantom illusory images
become poor. There is no sharp delineation between angular
widths that give a totally satisfactory and a totally unsatis-
factory image quality, but as an indication, it is found that for
two-speaker stcreo, O, greater than 35° (giving a total
angular width of the reproduced sector (3) of directions of
more than 70°) gives poor image quality. For three-speaker
reproduction, preferably 8, is not more than 45° (giving a
reproduced scctor (3) angle of 90°); whereas wider stage
widths covering sectors (3) of 120° or more can be used with
four or more loudspeakers with satisfactory results. Gener-
ally, the sector (3) of reproduced directions using four or
more loudspeakers will not exceed 180°, although in some
cases a slightly larger angular coverage, for example 210° or
225°, may be used. However, for such stereophonic arrange-
ments slightly exceeding 180° of coverage, the included
angle 1o the rear of the listener (4) between the outermost
loudspeakers is so large that stable imaging to the rear of the
listener is not possibie. The invention is applicable only to
stereophonic arrangements covering a sector (3) of direc-
tions not including stable imaging of excluded angular
positions, and is not applicable to loudspeaker arrangements
capable of covering a 360° surround-sound stage.

‘While the invention is not confined to any specific values
of the angles 8, shown in FIGS. 1b to 1g, the following
values are convenient illustrative reference values that might
be used in practical stereophonic arrangements: 0,=35°,
8,=45°, 8,=50°, 0,=V4 8,=16%°, 6,=54°, and 0,=% 0,=27°.
More generally, it is often convenient to choose loudspeaker
arrangements for which the angle subtended al the prede-
termined ideal listener position (4) between adjacent pairs of
loudspeakers is identical to that of all other adjacent pairs,
such as is the case for the illustrative reference values given
above.

Matrix Decoding Hearts

Using the practical skills and equipment available to
recording or balancc engineers, stereophonic signals capable
of producing a desired directional illusion across the avail-
able sector (3) of directions via any specific stereophonic
loudspeaker arrangement, such as those illustrated in FIGS.
156 to 1f, can be created, recorded, stored or transmitted. An
object of this invention is to substantially retain or improve
this desired stereophonic effect via an arrangement with a
larger number of loudspeakers, such as one of those shown
in FIGS. Ic to le.

The general method of doing this according to the inven-
tion is illustrated in FIG. 2, whereby an original first
plurality (20) n, of signals from a stereophonic signal source
(1), which may for example be a stereophonic microphone
arrangement, the outputs from a mixing desk, the outputs
from a tape or disc reproducer, a broadcast receiver or a
telecommunications link, said signals representing loud-
speaker feed signals suitable for a first stereophonic arrange-
ment are fed into a reproduction mairix decoding means (2)
to producc a second greater plurality (40) n, of signals
representing loudspeaker feed signals suitablc for a sccond
stereophonic arrangement (50). Alithough in FIG. 2, this
second plurality of signals is shown as being fed into
loudspeakers (50) direct from the matrix means (2), it will
be understood that generally such feeds to loudspeakers may
involve necessary or desirable intermediate stages evident to
those skilled in the art, such as amplification and gain
adjustment stages, overall volume and tone control adjust-
ments, equalisers for loudspeaker and room characteristics,
time delays for adjusting the time of arrivals at a listener
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from individual loudspeakers, connecting means such as
cables or infra-red links, and the like.

The n,xn, reproduction matrix decoding means (2) causes
each of the n, output signals to be linear combinations of the
n, input signals (20). The n,xn; coefficients of these linear
combinations are referred to as “matrix coeflicients”. These
linear combinations may be independent of frequency, or
may alternatively be frequency-dependent. If the linear
combinations are frequency-dependent, then the matrix
cocfficients will be complex gains that arc a function of
frequency. In preferred forms of the invention in the case
when the matrix coefficients arc frequency-dependent, the
matrix cocfficients will be approximatcly real and fre-
guency-independent across two or three relatively broad
audio frequency bands, and will vary significantly only in
the transition frequency regions between these frequency
bands.

Rather than describe input (20) or output (40) signals
directly in terms of loudspeaker feed signals, it is sometimes
convenient or useful to describe signals L, and R, intended
to be fed to the loudspeakers indicated by thc samc symbols
in what is often termed “MS” or “sum-and-difference” form.
The “MS” or “sum-and-difference™ signals M,, and S, are
respectively defined as the sum

M,=2"%(LR,)
and the difference
8,=2"%(L,~R,)

of L, and R, with the amplitude gain 27*=0.7071, which is
chosen as a matter of convenience. Other gains could be
chosen at the expense of complicating the later description
of the invention. A matrix means implementing this above-
described MS or sum-and-difference process will be termed
an “MS matrix” means.

The signals M,, and S,, in MS form can be reconverted to
direct or “left/right” form by the application of a second
identical MS matrix means, by the equations

L,=2"%(M_+S,)
and

R=27"%(M,-S,)
Sum-and-difference techniques have been used in the stereo
art since UK patent 394,325 in 1931, and are widely known,
for example, in connection with the MS stereo microphone
technique and the Zenith/GE system of FM stereo multiplex
broadcasting.

In MS form, we shall regard signals of the form M,, or C,
as “sum” signals and of the form S, as “difference™ signals.
It is often convenient 1o represent two-speaker stereophonic
signals L, and R, in MS form as M, and S,: to represent
three-speaker signals L, C; and R, in MS form as M;, Cs,
and S;; to represent four-speaker signals L., L5, Ry and R,
in MS form by M,, Mg, S, and S;; and (o represent
five-speaker signals L, L,, Cs, R; and Rg in MS form by
Mg, M, Cs, S and S,

It is sometimes convenient to describe the reproduction
matrix decoding means (2) in terms of what it does to signals
in MS form. By using the above MS matrix equations, such
a description is easily converted into one describing the
action of matrix means (2) on signals in left/right form. The
invention is applicable to matrix means (2) that accept
signals (20) in either or both left/right or MS forms, and that
produce signals (40) in either or both left/right or MS forms.
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I outputs (40) arc produced in MS form, it will be under-
stood that the connection of the output signals (40) to the
repraduction loudspeakers (50) will involve a necessary
further MS matrix stage.

According to the invention in one form, it is required that
the reproductlion matrix decoding means (2) should substan-
tially preserve the total energy of the input signals (20) fed
to the intended first stereophonic arrangement when the
matrix means (2) output signals (48) arc reproduced via the
second stereophonic arrangement (50) of loudspeakers. For
simplicity of description, and without limiling the invention,
it is convenient to assume that all loudspeakers have iden-
tical characteristics and a flat frequency response, so that the
signals fed to the loudspeakers are identical, to within a
constant of gain, to the signals emitted by the loudspeakers
into the room. In this case, the total energy cmitted into the
room at cach moment is the sum of the squares of the
separate loudspeaker feed signals, which also equals the
total energy or sum of squares of the signals in MS form,
since it can easily be shown that L,>+R,*=M,%+S >,

It is generally desirable to preserve energy in order to
retain the level-balance among different component sounds
in the original stereo effect, both for aesthetic reasons and
because it is thought that the ears’ ability to hear sound-
source distance effects depends in part on an accurate
retention of the level-balance between direct sounds and
associated early reflections.

It has hitherto not been appreciated that another reason for
substantially preserving the total reproduced energy is that
many different recording and mixing techniques may be
used 1o prepare the original stereo effect, and that a repro-
duction matrix decoding means (2) that substantially departs
from preserving total energy by giving some stereophonic
signal componcnts a gain differing by say more than 3 dB
from the gain of others can cause accidental cancellations or
reinforcements of some signal components of an unpleas-
antly audible kind. For example, if time-delays between
different stereo components are used to help create the stereo
effect, as is the case with either spaced microphone tech-
nigues or with time-delay stereo panning, such non-con-
stancy of energy gain can cause position-dependent comb-
filter colourations whereby some frequencies in a sound
have markedly different gains to other nearby frequencies.

Therefore, to ensure usability with a wide range of
recording or mixing techniques, it is desirable that a repro-
duction matrix decoding means (2) should be substantially
energy preserving, although it will be understood that over-
all adjustments of gain or tonal quality affecting all compo-
nent stereo signals equally are permissable for reasons of
convenience or desired effect. It is preferred that the gain
variations at any frequency produced by use of the repro-
duction matrix decoder means (2) between different com-
ponents of the stereo signal should not exceed about 3 dB,
and it is desirable that such variations of gain should be less
than 2 dB, and ideally be less than 1 dB for high quality
resulis.

The 2- into 3-Speaker Case

A first example of an implementation of the invention is
now described with reference to FIGS. 3 and 4. In this case,
it is dcsired to convert stereophonic signal L, and R,
intended for two loudspeakers as in FIG. 15 into loudspeaker
feed signals L,, C; and R; for three loudspeakers such as in
FIGS. 1c or 1f; as shown in the schematic of FIG. 3. The 3x2
reproduction matrix decoding means (2) produces output
signals (40) of the form

L=(% sin @)Ly +Ry)HYaw(l,—R,)

Ri=(% sin )Ly +R)—Yaw(L,—Ry)
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C3=(2 "% cos ONL,+R,)

from the input signals (20) L, and R,, where the predeter-
mined angle parameler ¢ is preferably chosen in the range
from 15° to 75° and the predetermined width parameter w is
ideally chosen 1o be close to the value w=1, and in any case
if fixed in value to be such that L, cross-talks onto the R,
outputl with a polarity inversion, i.e. such that w is greater
than sing, in order to give reproduction with a reasonably
wide sound stage.

It may be verified, using simple algebra and trigonometry,
that in the ideal preferred case w=1 one has

L2+ C24+RP=1,2+R,2,

so that the reproduction matrix decoding means (2) is
energy-preserving.

FIG. 4 shows a schematic of a 3x2 reproduction matrix
decoding means (2) satisfying the above 3x2 matrix means
decoding means equations. An initial MS matrix means (31)
receives the input signals L, (21) and R, (22) to produce
signals M, and S,; the difference signal S, is given an
optional width gain adjustment (32) w to provide any
desired adjustment of reproduced stage width, producing a
signal S,; the sum signal M, is passed into a network (33)
such as a constant-power pair of gain adjustments or a
sine/cosine potentiometer or gain adjustment producing two
outputs with respective gains cos$ and sind whose squares
add up to one. This network (33) may consist of a fixed pair
of gain adjustment stages or a fixed resistor network for a
fixed value of the parameter ¢, or can comprise an adjustable
network giving constant power output. The signal C; with
gain cos¢ can be used as the centre loudspeaker feed signal
(42), and the signal M; with gain sing is fed with S; to a
second MS matrix means (39) to provide signals L, (41) and
R, (43) suitable for feeding the outer loudspeakers of a
three-speaker stereophonic arrangement (50) such as shown
in FIGS. 3, 1c, 1f or 1g.

There is no single value of thc angle parameter ¢ that
gives optimal subjective results in all cases; a small value of
¢ around say 20° gives good stability of centre stage illusory
sound images but a poor and unreliable reproduction of
sterco stage width, relying largely on acoustical matrixing
for a listener (4) at an ideal stereo seat position and giving
a high degree of image movement for edge-of-stage illusory
phantom images at other listening positions. A large value of
the parameter ¢ around 60° gives stable and wide reproduc-
tion of edge-of-stage phantom imagcs at the expensc of poor
stability of central stage images. Values of ¢ typically
between 32° and 55° give a compromise reproduction in
which improved central-image stability is traded off against
degraded edge-of-stage image stability. It is typically found
that values of ¢ between 35° and 45° are generally preferred,
but still give non-ideal width and edge-of-stage image
stability.

However, it is found that values of ¢ within the range 15°
to 75° give a generally satisfactory quality of reproduction
at frequencies below around 700 Hz, and that values of ¢
around 35° give a reasonable stability of images and width
at frequencies up to around 4 kHz. At frequencies above
around 5 kHz, a good sense of stage width and central image
stability is given for values of ¢ typically around 55°. For
most stereophonic signals, the stability of central images is
determined mainly by frequencies between around 300 Hz
and 5 kHz, whereas the frequencies above 5 kHz are
important for creating a sense of wide stage width.

We have found that the values ¢=35.26° or thereabouts at
frequencies up to about 5 kHz and ¢=54.74° or thereabouts
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at frequencies above about 5 kHz give the most generally
satisTactory results, both for listeners at an ideal sterco seat
position (4) and for listencrs across a broad listcning arca.
Typically, as compared to two-speaker slerco covering the
same sector (3) of reproduced directions, the degree of
angular image movement with respect to loudspeaker direc-
tions with change of listener position is reduced by a factor
of about three for central illusory images, and the degree of
angular image movement with respect lo the loudspeaker
directions for edge-of-stage illusory images is broadly com-
parable with that for central illusory images. We havc found
that the exact value of the transition frequency around 5 kliz
is uncritical, but that a transition frequency below 4 kHz
gives poor results. It is found that the transition belween the
lower- and higher-frequency values of the parameter ¢
should be fairly gradual with frequency, and nol sudden,
since the ears are sensitive to sharp changes of auditory
quality with frequency.

FIG. 5 shows onc realisation of a frequency-dependent
matrix version of the invention. MS versions M, and S, of
the input signals L, (21) and R, (22) are produced by an MS
matrix means (31), and the difference signal S, is passed via
a direct connection (37) through an optional width gain
adjustment (32) as before. The sum signal M, is passed
through a bandsplit filter (34) that divides the signal into two
sets of frequency components; typically this may consist of
a low-pass filter (34a) and a high-pass filter (345) whose
outputs sum to their input M,. Typically, these filters may be
complementary first-order or RC filters with a cross-over
frequency at around 5 or 6 kHz, although a sharper transition
rate can be achieved by using second-order or higher-order
filters.

The high-pass signal component of M, from bandsplit
means (34%) is fed to a constant-power gain adjustment
means (335) to produce gains cosd,, and sing,, as shown,
where ¢,, is thc desired high-frequency value (typically
around 55°) of the angle parameter ¢, and the low-pass
signal component from the bandsplit filter mcans (34q) is
fed to another constant-power gain adjusiment means (33a)
to produce gains cosd,, and sing,, as shown, where ¢,, is the
desired mid and low frequency vatue (typically around 35°)
of the parameter ¢. The sin¢ outputs of these gain adjustment
means (33) are fed to summing means (36) to produce a
signal M,, and the cos¢ outputs of these gain adjustment
means (33) arc fcd to another summing means (35) 1o
produce a signal C;. The signals M; and S; are fed to a
second MS matrix means (39) to producc left and right
signals L, and R;. The three signals L, (41), C; (42) and R,
(43) are loudspeaker feed signals suitable for use with the
three-speaker arrangements of FIGS. 3, 1c, 1f or 1g.

Various variations of FIG. § will be evident to those
skilled in the art. For example, the bandsplitting fillers (34)
may be implemented subsequently to the constant-power
gain adjustment stages (33) rather than preceeding them.
Bandsplitting filters (34) may bc used whose outputs sub-
stantially sum to an all-pass response rather than to their
inpul signal, in which case a parallel all-pass filter (37) with
a substantially identical all-pass characteristic should be
placed in series with the S, signal patih, for example as
shown in FIG. §, in order that the phase relationships
between the parallel signal paths remain substantially unaf-
fected.

A particular desirable implementation uses filters (34a),
(34b) and (37) that have identical phasc characteristics in
order that all interpath phase differences be eliminated. This
may be achieved for example by using a first order all-pass
network (37) with low-pass means (34a) comprising two
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cascaded first-order low-pass siages, and high-pass mcans
(34b) comprising two cascaded first-order high-pass stages
with a polarity inversion, all stages and filters having iden-
tical time constants.

The frequency-dependent version of the invention may be
cxtended to the casec where the bandsplit network (34)
comprises filter means giving three or more outputs that
substantially sum to its input or to an all-pass response,
which feed a corresponding number three or more of con-
stant-power gain adjustment stages (33) whose sinc gain
outputs are fed to summing means (36) to produce a signal
M, and whose cosine gain outputs are fed to another
summing mcans (35) to produce a signal C;. Such a version
of the invention may be used to choosc onc value ¢, of the
parameler ¢ at low frequencies below say around 200 Hz, a
second value ¢,, of ¢ between around 200 Hz and around 5
kHz, and a third high frequency value §,, of ¢ above around
5 kHz.

As before, it is found that values around ¢,~35° and
b,,=55° are found satisfactory, and it is found that the value
of ¢, at very low frequencics is relatively uncritical as
regards stereophonic effect. The value of ¢, may be adjusted
in the range 0° to 90° to achieve a satisfactory result taking
into account the performance of the three loudspeakers at
bass frequencies.

In general, very small loudspeakers have poor bass
response extension, and for reasons of convenience, cost,
space, appearance or physical size, it may be desired to use
only one or two out of the three loudspeakers shown in FIG.
3 with an extended bass response. If the centre loudspeaker
C, has a poorer bass response than L; or R,, then a value of
¢, near 90° may be used to minimise bass fed to the centre
loudspeaker. If instead only the centre loudspeaker has an
extended bass response, a value ¢, near 0° will minimise
bass signals to the other two loudspeakers. Similarly, a
sysiem using three small loudspeakers plus a single “super-
woofer” for bass frequencies will work best if used with ¢,
near 0° and if the superwoofer feed is derived from the C,
signal.

In the case that the three loudspeakers have substantially
identical bass responses, one may have ¢,=,, as shown in
FIG. 5, or may alternatively use a value ¢, near 54.74°. The
latter value has the advantage that central bass sounds,
which are typically the most powerful bass sounds in most
stereo programmes, are reproduced with identical energy
from all three loudspeakers, which maximises the bass
power handling capacity of the loudspeaker arrangement
and maximises subjective bass response.

In applications where the loudspeakers have different bass
response characteristics, it may bc desired to incorporate
phase-adjustment means at the outputs (41), (42) and (43) of
the 3x2 reproduction matrix decoding means in order to
compensate for phase response differences between Lhe three
loudspeakers.

In the case that $,=¢,, (such as the case when both equal
around 55°), the low-pass filter means (34a) in FIG. 5 may
be replaced by a bandpass means for frequencies between
around 200 Hz and 5 kHz, and the high-pass filter means
(34b) may be replaced by a complementary bandstop filter
means. .

Tt will be understood that the transition frequency 200 Hz
mentioned above is by way of example, and that the tran-
sition between ¢=p, and ¢=¢,, may be lower or higher
depending on the bass properties of the stereophonic
arrangement of loudspeakers used for reproduction.

In any of the above 3x2 matrix decoders according to the
invention, it is possible to make the gain w frequency-
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dependent if desired. This may be particularly advantageous
at frequencies below 600 Hz, where an increased width, say
by a factor 1.4, at lower frequerncies is sometimes found to
enhance the quality of spaciousness of a rccording.

Hierarchical 3-Channcl Transmission System

With reference to FIGS. 6 and 7, a hierarchical system
based on the above-described 3x2 reproduction matrix
decoding equations and means (2) will be described. This
system encodes two (215, 22b) or three (21c, 22c, 23¢)
signals from a respective two- or three-speaker stereo source
(156 or 1c respectively) via transmission matrix encoding
means (7 or 7b) to produce transmission channel signals
(60), which arc transmitted via transmission channels (8)
which may for example consist of wire, broadcast or tele-
communications channels, tape or disc recording and play-
back channels, digital storage channels or the like, and
which are then decoded using transmission matrix decoding
means (9 or 9b) to produce two-speaker signals (415 and
42b) or three-speaker feed signals (41c, 42¢ and 43c¢).

FIG. 6 shows a 3x3 ransmission matrix encoding means
(7) receiving three-speaker feed signals L,, C; and R, and
producing transmission channel signals L, R and T trans-
mitted via transmission means (8) and 3x3 transmission
matrix decoding means (%) producing rcconstructed three-
speaker feed signals L,, C; and R,. FIG. 6 also shows direct
transmission of two-speaker left and right signals L, and R,
as signals L=L, and R=R,. When such two-speaker trans-
missions are received by the 3x3 transmission decoding
means (9), it is required according to the invention in its
third aspect that the resulting 3x2 reproduction matrix
decoding means (2) should be a 3x2 decoder according to
the 3x2 matrix decoding equations described above. Tt is
also required according to the invention that the 3x3 trans-
mission matrix decoding means (9) should be inverse 1o the
3>3 transmission matrix encoding means (7), so that three-
spcaker feed signals are recovered substantially unaltered
after 3-channel transmission.

Suitable equations describing the transmission matrix
decoding means (9) according to the invention are

L=% (sin ¢+w)L+¥4 (sin ¢'—wIR+(27 2 cos §™'T
Ry=Y4 (sin ¢'-w)L+Y2 (sin ¢'+wIR+(2712 cos ¢kT
C=(27% cos Y UL+R)—(sin ¢")k'T,

where the angle parameters ¢ and ¢" are preferably between
15° and 75°, the width parameter w' is preferably equal to
one and in any case greater than sin¢’, and the third channel
gain parameter k' may equal 1 or any other predetermined
non-zero value. It will be seen that if the third transmission
channel is rcplaced by a zero signal and the L and R
transmission channels are the respective two-speaker sterco
signals L, and R,, then the 3x3 transmission decoder (9) acts
as a 3x2 reproduction matrix decoder means (2) of the form
described earlier, for example with reference to FIGS. 3 and
4.

The inverse 3x3 transmission cncoding matrix means (7)
must then, according to the invention, satisfy the inverse of
the above equations, which have the form

sing”

2= (o —

o

+w! )L3+

v Y ay e (2

sing”

cos(¢’ — ™)

cosd”
cos@ - ¢y

)
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-continued
sing” _
R=lﬂ(w— —w-l! )L3+
sing” = ] cosg”
(g )8 () o

7= Fs(q;k——‘@—)_ {(2-2cosp’) (Ls + Rs) — (sind')C3].

It will be seen that the form of the 3x3 transmission
encoding matrix (7) equations are largely determined by the
requircments of the invention on the 3x2 reproduction
decoding matrix.

It is preferred that the angle parameters ¢' (which deter-
mines the 3x%2 reproduction decoding matrix results) and ¢”
should be equal. It is preferred that the valucs of ¢ and ¢"
in the above 3x3 transmission decoding and encoding equa-
tions are between 32° and 55°, with 45° a highly prcferred
choice. The preferred value of W' is close 10 or equal to onc.
When ¢'=¢", and w'=k'=1, the forms of the 3x3 transmission
decoding and encoding equations are identical, so that the
same matrix means can be used for both encoding (7) and
decoding (9).

In the prior art, it is known that two signals L, and R,
intended for two-speaker stercophonic reproduction may be
transmitted either in left/right form as respective left and
right transmission signals

L=L,. R=R,,

or in MS form as respective sum and difference signals
M=M,=2""(L+R)

and
5=5,=2""(1L-K)

by usc of an MS transmission encoding matrix (7a) as shown
in FIG. 7, and that reproduced two-speaker feed signals L.,
and R, may be recovered by an inverse MS matrix means
(9a), although —S may be transmitted as an alternative 10 S.
In a similar manner, signals for the 3-channel hierarchical
transmission system described above may alternatively be
transmitied in MS form as the signals M, S and T where
M=2""(L+R) and $=2""*(L-R), where L.R and T are the
previously defined signals encoded from L;, C; and R,. FIG.
7 shows the schematic of the hicrarchical transmission
system according to the invention when MS transmission
channel signals are used.

The MS form of the above 3x3 transmission decoding and
encoding equations are respectively

M=(sin ¢"M+{cos ¢ kT
Cy=(cos ¢)M—(sin $"T
53=w'S,
and
M=(cos ($—9™)~" [(sin ¢")M,+(cos $")C;]
T= _cos@)kﬁ_— [(cos$ M3 — (sing)Cal
S=w*8,,

which illustrates the fact that encoding and decoding egua-
tions of hicrarchical left/right symmetric transmission sig-
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nals generally have the simplest appearance in MS form.

By using the above transmission 3x3 decoding and 3x3
cncoeding equations, a threc-speaker stereophonic reproduc-
tion apparatus will receive the originally intended threc-
spcaker effect for three-speaker transmitted signals, and will
receive a transmitted two-speaker stereo signal in a manner
decoded according o the 3x2 reproduction matrix decoder
of the invention. This allows material originated from two-
and three-speaker stereophonic sources to be mixed together
freely in programme creation, such as is shown via the adder
means (70) in FIGS. 6 and 7, without any need for listeners
to change decoding apparatus (9).

A two-speaker sterco listener rceciving just the two-
channel signals L. and R or M and S from material origi-
nating from three-speaker stereo sources (1¢) will obtain a
satisfactory two-speaker presentation for earlier-described
preferred values of the parameters ¢', ¢ and w'. Central
images remain central, and provided that, as is preferred, w'
is Jess than

cos(¢’' — $")

———sin¢" f

extreme left and right source images are reproduced at
positions marginally wider than the extreme left and right
positions of the two-speaker stereo slage.

A disadvantage of using a fixed predetermined value of
the angle parameter ¢ for the above 3x3 transmission
encoding and decoding equations is that the decoding of two
channels via three loudspeakers does not have an optimum
frequency-dependent form. While it is possible to use fre-
quency-dependent encoding parameters, this has two disad-
vanlages: (i) that the two-channel transmitted signal L.and R
is frequency-dependent and so not of optimum compatibility
with two-speaker reproduction, and (ii) a standardisation of
the frequency-dependence does not allow of any future
modification that may improve subjective results further.

For reception of only two transmission channels, the
transmission decoding matrix may be switched or adjustable
to provide a decoder with a frequency-dependent value of
the decoder parameter ¢.

Alternatively, if stereo source material originating from a
mixture of two and three channels is to be mixed together,
the two-speaker stereo signals L, and R, may first converied
to three-speaker form by means of a 32 matrix reproduction
decoding means such as shown in FIG. §, and then fed into
the 3x3 encoding matrix (7) to produce three transmission
signals. By this means, the decoded signals L, C; and R,
obtained after transmission matrix decoding (9) will be the
samc as if a frequency-dependent matrix reproduction
decoder such as that of FIG. 5 had been used by the final
listener.

The use of a [requency-dependent 3x2 reproduction
decader before a transmission encoder (7) results in fre-
quency-dependent transmission signals L, R, And T, which
may be disadvantageous to listeners receiving two-speaker
stereo. However, in preferred versions of the transmission
encoding and decoding, this disadvantage turns out to be
very small as will now be shown.

Let the transmission parameters be such that ¢'=¢" and
w'=k=1. Then for a frequency-dependent 3x2 rcproduction
matrix decoder such as that of FIG. 5, '

L+=Y4 (sin ¢+1)L,+¥% (sin $—1)R,
Ry=Y% (sin ¢—1)L,+%% (sin ¢+1)R,,

C,=(27"? cos $NLHR,),
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where ¢ typically varies between 35° and 55° with fre-
quency. After transmission matrix encoding (7), the trans-
mission channel signals L, R and T are found 1o be

LY (cos @M L+R)+YA(L-Ry)
R=¥2 (cos M Lo+Rp)-(Ly—R,)
T2V sin (G—0INL,+R,),

so that if {¢—¢'T is small, say less than 25°, then L and R
approximately equal L., and R, respectively, as is required
for compatibility with two-speaker reproduction. If ¢'=¢"=
45° and ¢ varies between 35° and 55° with frequency,
lb—¢'1=10°, so that cos 10°=0.9848=cos(¢—p')=1. This has
little effect on the transmitted L and R signals, causing less
than —42 dB lefUright cross-talk.

Since cos(¢p—0" is so close to one, in practice with
essentially unchanged results one can transmit L=L, and
R=R, at all frequencies, and transmit a third channel signal
T equal to M, passed through a frequency-dependent gain
equal to tan(¢—¢"). Referring to FIG, 8, in practice one can
derive T by deriving M, via an MS matrix (31) responsive
to L, and R,, and then passing it through a filter (38) to
derive T. In the case ¢'=45° and ¢=35° at low [requencies
and ¢=55° at high frequencies, the filter (38) may comprise
a gain (38b) equal to tan10°=0.176 and an all-pass network
(38a) with gain —1 at low frequencies and gain +1 at high
frequencies, with a typical transition frequency at around 5
kHz, so that $=45°-10°=35° at low frequencies and ¢=45°+
10°=55° at high frequencies.

In FIG. 8, input stcreo signals L, and R, (21,22) are
passed into an MS matrix (31) and the difference signal S,
is (optionally) passed through an optional width gain control
(32) 10 provide an (optionally) modified difference signal S
(62). The sum signal M, from the MS matrix (31) is used to
provide a signal M (61) and also passed to the filter means
(38) discussed above to provide a third signal T (63). The
three signals M, S, T are three-channel transmission signals
in MS form which may be used to feed a transmission
system in accordance with the invention with signals derived
from a two-speaker stereo source when psycho-acoustic
frequency-dependence and (optional) width control is
desired. The part (7) of FIG. 8 described so far constitutes
a 3x2 transmission encoding matrix in accordance with the
invention. Where required to ensure phase matching of the
three channels, all-pass filters may be placed in the M and
S (or L and R) signal paths (61,62) to provide a desired phase
difference with the output of the T-channel filter means (38).

If, in addition, a three-speaker transmission matrix decod-
ing means (9) is provided for the M, S and T signals (61-63)
to provide threce-speaker sterco signals (41-43) suitable for
feeding L,, R, and C; loudspeakers such as shown in FIGS.
1c, 1f and 1g, then FIG. 8 constitutes an alternative fre-
quency-dependemnt 3x2 reproduction matrix decoding means
to that shown in FIG. § according to the invention.

The means shown in FIG. 8 may also incorporate switch-
ing (not shown) in the signal paths (61-63) to accept as
inputs two- and 3-channel transmissions in MS form as an
alternative to inputs (21,22) in L, ,R, form. Also, the T signal
path (63) only may be switchable to accept a third channel
signal T from a three-channel transmission source L,R,T as
an alternative to the synthesised third channel signal at the
output of the filter (38) derived from a two-channel inpul.

A frequency-dependent nx2 reproduction matrix decod-
ing means producing loudspeaker feeds for n greater than 3
loudspeakers according to the invention may be achieved by
substituting in FIG. 8 an nx3 transmission matrix decoder
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means of the type described subsequently for the 3x3
decoder means (9) shown in FIG. 8.

Series Connection of Matrices

There arc many possible n,xn, rcproduction matrix
decoders in accordance with the invention, and explicitly
describing every case one wishes to consider would be
extremely laborious. It is therefore convenient and useful to
consider “composite” decoders constructed by series con-
nection of simpler ones. If one has three successively larger
pluralities n,, n; and n,, and one has an n,xn, reproduction
matrix decoder (2a) in accordance with the invention, as
shown in FIG. 9, and also an n,xn, reproduction matrix
decoder (2&) also in accordance with the invention, then the
result of cascading the two decoders, so that n, input signals
(20) from a stereo source (1) are converted into n, signals
(202) by nyxn, matrix (2¢} and then converted by nyxn,
matrix (2b) into n, signals (40), constitutes an n,xn, repro-
duction matrix decoder (2) in aceordance with the invention.

In particular, if each component decoder (2a) and (2&)
preserves the total energy of the pluralities of signals passing
through them, then so does the composite decoder (2). If
each of the component decoders (2a) and (2b) substantially
preserves or improves the intended stereo effect, so does the
composite decoder (2), and if each of the component decod-
ers (2a) and (2b) substantially preserve, to within constants
of proportionality, the angular dispositions of reproduced
velocity vectors or of sound intensity vectors at ideal lis-
tening position, then so does the composite decoder (2).

It will be understood that a composite decoder based on
two known decoders according to the invention need not be
implemented by physically implementing and connecting
together the two known component decoders, but can alter-
natively be implemented as a single matrix circuit or means
designed, by methods evident to those skilled in the art, Lo
achieve the same end-result as a cascaded connection of the
two known decoders. In particular, if the matrix coefficients
of the nyxn, matrix decoder (2a) are represented by an n xn,
matrix R,, , and the matrix coefficients of the n,xn; matrix
decoder (ib) are represented by the nyxn, matrix R, ,, then
the matrix coefficients of the composite decoder (i) are
represented by the n,xn, product matrix,

R"Z" l:R"Z"JR"J"I N

Thus, for arbitrary pluralities n, greater than n,, an n,xn,
reproduction matrix decoder according to the invention can
be designed so long as one knows for each plurality n how
to design an (n+1)xn reproduction matrix dccoder according
to the invention, by serics connection for increasing n such
as shown in the schematic of FIG. 10. This shows successive
signals sourccs (la to 1e) intended to feed the respective
loudspeaker layouts shown in FIGS. 1a to le. (We have
included the monophonic case for completeness). Succes-
sive (n+1)xn reproduction matrix decoding means (2¢ to 2f)
for n=1 to 4, described by (n+1)xn matrices R+ 130 Produce
from n input signals (n+1) output signals representing (n+1)-
speaker stereo signal feeds, suitable for feeding (n+1) loud-
speakers (50a to 50¢ for respective n+l1’s) as indicated
schematically in FIG. 10. FIG. 10 also indicates schemati-
cally how mixing or adding means may be used to mix
signals originated for different numbers of loudspeakers
together, and shows how signals for one number of loud-
speakers may be reproduced via a greater number according
to the invention.

While FIG. 10 only shows up to five-speaker stereo, it is
evident that further matrices, e.g. the 6x5 and 7x6 cases,
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may extend this schematic to any number of loudspeakers,
In most practical reproduction matrix decoders, most or all
parts of the schematic of FIG. 10 will not be explicitly
implemented, but such a decoder may nevertheless have an
overall effect equivalent to that of specific signal paths
within FIG. 10.

General Hicrarchical Transmission Systems

Before describing how specific (n+1)xn reproduction
matrix decoders R, ,, according to the invention can be
designed for n greater than 2. we shall indicate how a
knowledge of such reproduction decoders can be used 1o
design hierarchical systems of encoding into transmission
signals and decoding from transmission signals according to
the invention, based on the schematic of FIG. 10.

FIG. 11 shows the schematic of a general system for
encoding n, signals (20) from an n,-speaker stereo source
(1) into m transmission channel signals (602) by an mxn,
transmission matrix encoder means (7) described by an
mxn, matrix E,,, , which are then conveyed by a chosen
transmission medium (8) to be received as m signals (60b)
fed into a n,xm transmission matrix dccoding means (9)
described by an n,xm matrix D,,,... to produce n, signals (40)
representing feed signals for n, loudspeakers in a stereo-
phonic arrangement (50) spread across a sector (3) of
dircctions at a listener (4). The overall encoding/transmis-
sion/decoding signal path (2) constitutes an n,xn, reproduc-
tion matrix decoding means for the source signals (20).

This overall reproduction matrix decoder (2) should be
according to the invention in the case that the second
plurality n, of loudspeaker feed signals is greater than the
first plurality n,, and the third plurality m of transmission
channel signals is not less than n,. Also, when the first and
second pluralities are equal, i.e. n,=n,, and the third plurality
m is not smaller than these, the reproduced signals should be
identical to those originally intcnded, apart from any overall
gain and equalisation that may affect all signal paths equally.

In matrix notation, these requirements may be written

Dy mEmn, =R,

nany

whenever n,>n, and m=n,, where R, ., is the matrix
description of an nyxn, reproduction matrix decoder accord-
ing to the invention, and

DmErin =1 =E D

for m2n, where I, is the nxn identity matrix, where we
convcniently exclude from our considerations any overall
gain and equalisation changes, so that nxn encoding and
decoding matrices are inverses of one another.

Also, as shown in FIG. 12, following an nj;xn, reproduc-
tion mairix decoder (2g) according to the invention
described by an nyXn, matrix R, by an mxn; transmission
matrix encoder (7g) described by an mxn, matrix E in,
according to the invention should, for n, greater than n, also
constitute a transmission matrix cncoder (7) according to the
invention. In other words, FIG. 12 shows a composite
transmission matrix encoder (7) described by an mxn,
matrix E,,, consisting of the series connection of a repro-
duction matrix decoder (2g) and a transmission matrix
encoder (7b) both in accordance with the invention, where

Enioty =EommyRogm,-

In a similar fashion, FIG. 13 shows how a composite

transmission matrix decoder (9) in accordance with the

LT
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invention may be constructcd by a series connection of
another transmission matrix decoder (94) with a reproduc-
tion matrix decoder (24) in accordance with the invention.
An n,xmatrix transmission decoder (9#) described by an
n,;xXm matrix D is followed by an n,xn, reproduction matrix
decoder means (2k) described by an n,xn, matrix R, ,
according to the invention, where n, is greater than n,, and
constilutes an n,xXm transmission matrix decoder (9)
described by the n,xm matrix

Dy =Ry, D

ngny g

Besides the above requirements on the transmission
encoding and decoding matrices of a hierarchical system, a
preferred form of the invention imposes the additional
convenient requirement, illustrated in FIGS. 14 and 15, that
n-channel loudpeaker signals may be encoded into n trans-
mission channels for every first plurality n, and that the n+1
transmission channels required for (n+1)-speaker stereo
transmission should be such that they constitute the n
channels used for transmitting n-speaker stereo plus onc
additional transmission channel denoted T, ,. FIG. 14
shows the schematic of such a hierarchical system of encod-
ing transmission channel signals for n-speaker stereo
sources (la to 1¢) including the monophonic n=1 case into
transmission channels in MS form via respective encoder
mecans (7b) to (7€) described by nxn matrices E,,, where
T,=M, T,=S and T5=T for the transmission channel signals
M, S and T defined earlier in this document with referencc
to 3-channel hierarchical encoding, and where T, and T are
used to convey additional signals for 4- and 5-speaker stereo
respectively. FIG. 15 illustrates the corresponding inverse
decoder hierarchy, where the respective nxn decoders (9b) to
(9¢) described by nxn matrices D,,,, derive n signals repre-
scntative of loudspeaker feeds for n-speaker stereo from the
transmission channel signals M, S, T, T, and Ts.

As in the case of FIG. 10, FIGS. 14 and 15 may be
extended indefinitely to incorporate larger numbers n of
channels. Versions of FIGS. 14 and 15 substituting the
left/right signals L=2""*(M+S) and R=2"*(M-8) for signals
in MS form are evident when transmission and reception
compatible with 2-channel left/right signals are required.

If one has a knowledge of the (n+I)xn reproduction
matrix decoder mairices R,,,; ,, according to the invention,
such as used in connection with FIG. 10 to construct R, ,,
for arbitrary n, greater than n,, then it is possible to
undertake a systematic design procedure to construct a
hierarchical system of encoding and decoding transmission
channel signals of the preferred form described above,
satisfying all matrix equations given and having the form
shown in FIGS. 14 and 15. This design procedure will be
described, and is summarised in the flow diagram of FIG.
16.

In general, the form of E,, and D,, is given by the
conventional Icft/right or M8 matrix encoding and decoding
methods used in the prior art to transmit two-spcaker stereo.
Suppose, at any given stage of the design procedure, one has
determined for every plurality n' up to and including a
plurality n the form of the n'xn’ decoding matrix D,,.,. and the
inverse m'xn' encoding matrices E,, =(D,.)”'. Given a
known (n+1)xn reproduction matrix R, ., ,, for converting
n-speaker stereo signals to (n+1)-speaker stereo signals
according to the invention, the (n+1)x(n+1) decoder matrix
D,., .1 may be devised as follows. The first n columns of
D,..1 n.1- Tepresenting the response to the first n transmission
channels T, to T, form the (n+1)xn matrix R,,; ,D,,, and
the last column is chosen to be any convenient nonzero
column vector that is not a linear combination of the first n
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columns. E,, ,., is then computed as the inverse (D,
n+1)"" of the decoding matrix. Onc then proceeds with the
design by increasing the value of n by 1 and rcpeating the
above steps.

The choice of the last column of D, .., in the above
design procedure is largely arbitrary, but is conveniently
restricted further in preferred implementations.  For
examplc, if the matrices all have real frequency-independent
eniries, as is generally preferred, one can use the fact that,
because preferred reproduction decoder matrices R,, ,
preserve total signal cnergy, their columns are unit-length
orthogonal veciors, and one can cnsure that the matrices D,,,,
are orthogonal matrices at each stage simply by constructing
the last column of D, , ,., at each stage to be that unit-
length vector orthogonal to the other n columns, e.g. using
the process of Gram-Schmidt orthogonalisation found in
textbooks on matrix algebra. It may be shown that this yiclds
a hierarchical encoding and decoding system in which the
decoding matrices D,,, are orthogonal, and in which the
inverse nxn encoding matrices E,,=D,,,”" may conveniently
be computed as the transpose of D, i.e. the matrix with
entries (d;) where D,,, has entries (d,). The 3x3 encoding
and decoding matrices described earlier with ¢'=p" and
w'=k'=1 were examples of orthogonal encoding and decod-
ing matrices derived by this procedurc.

More generally, the lasL column'of D, .., can be chosen
to meet the requirements of left/right symmetry, by ensuring
that T, ; for odd n is a linear combination of signals only of
the form §, in MS form, and that T, for even n is a lincar
combination of signals only of the form M,, or C, in MS
form.

Energy-Preserving Decoders

The design of n,»n, reproduction matrix decoders accord-
ing to the invention falls into two main parts: first imposing
an objective requirement that the decoder should substan-
tially preserve the total energy of stereo signals passing
through them, apart from a possible overall gain and equali-
sation change affecting all signal components equally, and a
second more subjective or psychoacoustic requirement that
requires a substantially preserved or improved sterco direc-
tional effect. It is convenient first to deal with the energy
preservation requirement.

The nyxn, matrix R,, ,, describing the reproduction matrix
decoder preserves energy if and only if its n, columns are of
unit length (i.e. the sum of the squares of the absolute values
of the matrix coefficients in that column equals one) and the
columns are pairwise orthogonal (i.e. the sum of the prod-
ucts of entries of one column with the complex conjugaie of
the corresponding entries of another is zero). In matrix
language, this means that R, , is the first n; columns of an
n,Xn, unitary matrix, or, if all entries have real values, of an
n,Xn, orthogonal matrix.

The general form of nxn orthogonal matrices is known to
mathematicians, and there is a ¥2(n—1)n-parameter family of
such nxn orthogonal matrices describing rotations in n-di-
mensional space; all other orthogonal nxn matrices are
obtained from these by reversing the sign of the entries of
the last column. The product of any two orthogonal matrices
is also orthogonal. Thus, using known results available in
textbooks, there is no difficulty finding examples of energy-
preserving matrices of the type required for the invention.
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Specifically, it may be shown that all 2x2 orthogonal
matrices have the explicit form

cos¢  —sing cos¢  sing

sing  cosd or sing  —cos¢
for an angle parameter ¢, and that all 3x3 orthogonal
matrices have the explicit form of the rotation matrix

ab(l —cosd) + csing ac(l — cosdp) —

bsing

a2 + (1 — a¥)cosd

ab(l — cosd) — csing b + (1 — BP)cosd be(1 — casd) +

asing

ac(l — cos¢) + bsing be(1 — cosp) — asing 2+ (1~ cBeosd
where a®+b*+c?=1 and ¢ is an angle parameter describing
the angle of rotation about the axis (a,b,c), or else have the
above form with the signs of the last column reversed.

If A is an nxn orthogonal matrix and B is an mxm

orthogonal matrix, then the (n+m)x(n+m) matrix
A 0
('0 8 )

is also orthogonal. In the case of left/right symmetric repro-
duction decoders for left/right symmetric stereo loudspeaker
layouts, the energy preserving matrices have an especially
simple form when expressed in MS form, since sum signals
(i.e. those of the form M,, or C,) must be converted into sum
signals and difference signals (i.e. those of the form S,) must
be converted into difference signals by the reproduction
matrix.

Thus an energy-preserving left/right symmetric 3x2
reproduction decoder matrix must satisfy the equations

M . f sind
(&5} = cosd *12)

S53=8;,

and

whereas an energy-preserving lefi/right symmetric 4x3
reproduction decoder must satisfy equations of the form

M, cospy  —sind; M3

Ms = sings coss C3
and

S4 costyp

ss 17| sin o (53),

where ¢; and ¢, are angle parameters,
An energy-preserving left/right symmetric 4x2 reproduc-
tion decoder matrix must satisfy equations of the form

M. 4 sintb42
Ms = costay (1)

and
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-continued
S cospp
( 8s ) B ( singp (52).

where ¢,, and ¢, arc angle parameters; this is a composite
decoder (such as shown in FIG. 9) built up out of the series
connection of the above 3x2 and 4x3 decoders if $.,=p—0,.

It will be recalled that FIG. 4 showed the form of an
energy-preserving 3x2 rcproduction decoder according to
the equation given above. This form can be generalised to
other pluralities of inputs and outputs. For example, FIG. 17
shows a 4x2 reproduction matrix decoding means in accor-
dance with the invention and the above equations. Two-
spcaker stereo signals L, and R, are converted by input MS
matrix means (31) into signals M, and S,; S, may be passed
through an optional width gain adjustment means (32); each
of M, and S, is then passed into constant power or sine/
cosine gain adjustment mcans, respectively (33¢) and (33d).
Onc output from each of these means (33) is passed o a first
output MS matrix means (39¢) 1o produce output signals L,
and R,, and the other outputs from each of the means (33)
is passed to a second oulput MS matrix means (39d) to
produce output signals L; and R;. These output signals L,
Ls. R;, R, may be used to feed a four-speaker sterco
loudspeaker arrangement such as that of FIG. 14, via appro-
priate gain, equalisation, preamplification and amplification
means. I desired, the angle parameters ¢,, and ¢,, associ-
ated with the respective sine/cosine gain adjustment means

{(33c) and (33d) may be made frequency-dependent by the

methods already discussed in conmection with means (33) of
FIG. 5 in the 3x2 case.

FIG. 18 shows a 4x3 reproduction matrix decoding means
in accordance with the above equations and the invention.
Input signals L,,C, and R; intended for three-speaker stereo
reproduction are accepted as inputs; L; and R, are fed to an
input MS matrix means (31) to derive signals M, and S,; S,
is passed into a constant-power or sine/cosine gain adjust-
ment means (33e) to produce two outpul difference signals
S, and Ss; Mj; and the input C,; are passed into a 2x2
orthogonal rotation mairix means (33f) producing outputs
M, and My; M, and S, are passed through a first output MS
matrix means (39¢) to produce signals L, and R,, and M,
and S are passed through a second output MS matrix means
(39/) to produce output signals L and Rs. The signals L,
Ls, Rs and R, are suitable for providing fecd signals for a
four-speaker stereo arrangement such as that of FIG. 1d. As
in connection with means (33) in FIG. 5, bandsplitting filter
means can be used in association with means (33e) and (33f)
to provide frequency-dependent values of the angle param-
eters ¢, and @, if these are desired.

FIG. 19 shows one generic form of an energy-preserving
left/right symmetric reproduction matrix decoding means
according to the invention, generalising the special cases
shown in FIGS. 4, 17 and 18. An input MS matrix means
(31) converts a first plurality n, of loudspeaker feed signals
(20) for n,-speaker sterco into a number n,. equal to the
integer part of ¥2n, of difference signals S, (29) and into
another number n,;.=n,—n,. of sum signals (28) of the form
M,, or C,. The sum signals (28) are passed into a matrix A
means (33g) giving a plurality n,- of output signals (48)
whose total energy may substantially equal that of signals
(28), and the difference signals (29) arc passed into a matrix
B means (334) giving a number n,. (which equals n,. or
n,.—1) of output signals (49) whose total energy may sub-
stantially equal that of signals (29). The sum signals (48) and
difference signals (49) are passed pairwise through output
MS matrix means (39) to provide outputs (40) suitable for

(TR
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providing loudspeaker feed signals for n,-speaker stereo,
where n,=n,+n,..

The matrix A and B means (33g) and (33h) may be
frequency-dependent if desired by means similar to that used
in connection with means (33) of FIG. 5 or by other means.
Other implementations of energy-preserving left/right sym-
metric n,xn, reproduction matrix decoders according to the
invention not shown in FIG. 19 are possible, for example by
separating and recombining the functions of the matrix
means (31) (33g), (33~) and (39) in ways evident to those
skilled in the art.

Other examples of n,xn, reproduction matrix encoding
equations in MS form can be given, which specify equations
for the matrix A means (33g) and for the matrix B means
(33h). By way of example, the 5x4 energy-preserving left/
right symmetric equations have matrix A equations that can
be parameterised in the form

Mg

a + pycosda + visindy a — p1cosds — v singa M
£
2-12| b - pacosds + vasinda b + pacosds — Vasinga ( M )
5
¢ — Asindy © + Asinga

where a>0, b>0, ¢>0 and a>+b”+c’=1 and ¢, is an angle
parameter, and where p,=b(a®+b%)™"%, p,=a(a®+b?)™%,
v,=ac(a®>+b>™, v,=bc(a®+b?™, and A=(a’+b™)'?, and
matrix B equations of the form

()= =)

where ¢ is an angle parameter. If equal signals are fed to all
four speakers of the 4-speaker arrangement, a, b, and ¢
determine the relative energies reproduced via the S-speaker
arrangement.

In a similar way, the 6x5 energy-preserving lelU/right
reproduction decoder matrix equations in MS form give 3x3
orthogonal-matrix “matrix A” equations and 3x2 “matrix B”
equations using a matrix that is the first iwo columns of a
33 orthogonal matrix. These equations are characterised by
a total of six free parameters.

casps  —sinds

sindgs  cosds

Directional Psychoacoustics

The theoretical methods necessary to ensure the correct
subjective stereo directional effect from the invention are
now summarised, so that the methods of determining the
optimum values of the free parameters in the equations for
encrgy-preserving decoders can be given.

FIG. 20 shows an arrangement of loudspeakers all situ-
ated at an identical distance from a listener (4) situated at an
ideal listening position. Let there be a plurality n of loud-
speakers numbered by an index subscript i=1 ton, and lct a
given source sound be reproduced from the i’th loudspeaker
with a gain G, that in general may be frequency-dependent
and complex-valued. Denote the absolute value of a com-
plex quantity Z by |Zl, its real part by ReZ, and the real
coefficient of its imaginary part by ImZ.
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Then for the stated sound source, the pressure gain at the
listener (4) is proportional to

and the energy gain at the listener (4) is proportional to

n 2
E= Z IG{i.
=1

Let the (notional) forward direction (5) at the listener (4)
be the x-axis and the (notional) left direction {(6) be the
y-axis of rectangular coordinates, and let directions around
the listener (4) be measured as angles 8 measured anticlock-
wise (i.e. towards the y-axis) from the x-axis, as shown in
FIG. 20. Then the velocity gain for the above sound source
is defined as the vector quantity v=(v,, v,) whose respective
components along the x- and y-axes arc

n
vy = X GicosB;
=1
n .
vy= X Gising;
i=1

where 0, is the directional angle of the i'th loudspeaker as
shown in FIG. 20. The sound intensity gain for the ahove
sound source is the vectior quantity e=(e,, e,) whose respec-
tive components along the x- and y-axes are

n 2
ex= L IGil cos®;
=1
] 2
e, = El I sin®;.
=

According to energy-vector sound localisation theories, the
quality and direction of sound localisation of the listener is
largely determined by the magnitude rg and direction angle
8, of the ratio (e /E, e /E) of the sound-intensity gain vector
to the energy gain; r, and 8, may be computed from the
equations

rg cns Bg=e /E
rg sin O,=e /E

where 120, by rectangular-to-polar coordinate conversion.
0,. represents the apparent sound direction when a listener
faces thec apparent sound source, cspecially at frequencies
between around 700 Hz and 5 kHez, where localisation is
largely determined by interaural intensity ratios. This direc-
tion is the direction along which the sound intensity gain
vecior points. The quantity 1., termed the energy vector
magnitude, equals 1 for natural sound sources, but is less
than 1 for sounds emerging from more than one loudspeaker,
and is useful for describing the stability of the illusory sound
image as a listener changes position.

It is desirable for stablc and natural sound localisation
quality that rg be as close to the ideal value 1 as possible. As
an empirical rule of thumb, the degree of unwanted image
movement as a listener moves from the ideal position is
roughly proportional 10 1-rg, so that r,=0.95 gives about
one-third of the degree of image movement given by
1,=0.85.

At low frequencies below around 700 Hz for central
listeners (4), localisation is largely determined by the vector
ratio (v,/P, v,/P) of the vclocity gain vector to the pressure
gain. In general, this vector has complex entries, but thc
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main localisation direction according 1o interaural phase
sound localisation theorics is determined by its real part

(Re(v,/P), Rc(vy/P)).

Similarly to the energy case above, we define the velocity
vector magnilude r,20 and velocity direction angle 8, for
velocity-vector localisation by

ry cos By,=Re(v/P)
ry sin By=Re(v/P).

Ideally for natural sound localisation quality, the velocity
vector magnitude r,, should have a value close to one, with
values much larger than or much smaller than one resulting
in image instability when the listener’s head is rotated. The
direction 0, is often known as the “Makita localisation”
direction, named after an author who introduced this locali-
sation parameter. The Makita direction O, describes the
apparent localisation at low frequencies below around 700
Hz according to interaural phasc localisation theories if the
listener faces the apparent sound source. Ideally, the Makita
direction @,, should be similar to the energy vector direction
0, for sharp images.

The imaginary part (Im(v/P), Im(v,/P)) of the velocity
ratio vector, termed the *“phasiness vector” mainly affects the
subjective quality of an image, rathcr than its apparent
direction, imparting a generally unplcasant quality often
termed “phasiness”, which also manifests itself in image
broadening. Ideally, the magnitude of the phasiness vector
should be kept as small as possible, preferably having a
length less than 0.2. In most preferred implementations of
the present invention, the rclative values of matrix cocfhi-
cients normally depart from real values only by small
amount, and such departures are largely confincd to transi-
tion frequency bands, so that phasiness effects for an ideally
situated listener are usually adequately small and may be
ignored.

In the case that the phasiness magnitude is small, it is
generally true that the Makita direction 0, substantially
coincides with the direction in which the velocity gain
vector of a signal is pointing, so that these two directions
may be used interchangeably.

For any known signal gains G, fed to the n loudspeakers,
a computation of the four localisation parameters ry, 1, 6,
and 9, can be performed using the above equations for any
predetermined loudspeaker arrangement all equidistant from
an ideal listening position (4) for any predetermined loud-
speaker signal feeds, including those derived from a decoder
matrix. These four parameters give a good indication of the
quality, direction and stability of the associated images
across a broad listening area.

According to the invention, a reproduction matrix decod-
ing means accepting a first plurality n, of loudspeaker feed
signals intended for a first stereophonic arrangement of n,
loudspeakers across a sector of directions should give a
larger plurality n, of output signals intended to feed n,
Ioudspeakers in a second stereophonic arrangement across a
second sector of directions in such a manner that the four
localisation parameters are either substantially preserved in
value or “‘improved”, by, for example covering a different
sector of directions (providing typically a wider image) or
greater image stability in those directions for which image
stability was poor in the original intended stereo reproduc-
tion. In order to determine whether a decoder meets these
aims, it is necessary to compute the localisation parameters
Ty, I, By and 6, both for sounds via the originally intended
loudspeaker arrangement and via the finally intended
arrangement after passage through the n,xn, matrix decoder.
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Ideally, the values of ry, and r should either be maintaincd
or made closer to 1 by the matrix decoder reproduction, and
the values of the reproduced image directions 0,, and 6,
should be substantially preserved. In practice, il is not
always possible 1o maintain the values of r. and r, com-
pletely, and it is not always possible, and often not desirable,
to accurately maintain the angular dispositions of 8, and 8.

In particular, it may be desired to reproduce a stereo-
phonic recording originally intended to cover a first sector of
directions of angular width 8, via a second sector of direc-
tions covering a diffcrent angular width 0, at the listcner.
Thus a simple proportional widening of the angular dispo-
sitions of sterco sound localisation directions is often desired
or acceptable. In general, if the angular width is widened by
a factor Kk, then the vatue of 1-r is typically increased by a
factor k?, and similarly for k less than one.

Since in the originally intended stereo reproduction, the
angular dispositions of 8,, and 8, may not accurately match,
in general it is acceptable according to the invention if the
final apparent directions 0,- and 8, of velocity and sound
intensity localisation are substantially proportional, possibly
by different respective constants k, and k., to the original
reproduced directions @, and 6, i.e. if one substantially has

0=k, 0,
and
0,=k0,.

In practice, small variations of the constants k. and k; for
different directions across the stereo stage are acceptable
providing that this does not produce significantly noticable
angular distortion of sound images; for example this will
generally be acceptable provided that the reproduced angu-
lar dispositions do not differ by more than 4° or 5° from
those given by strict constants of proportionality.

Two-Channel Stereo Localisation

The application of the above localisation theory to the
invention in the case of a 3x2 reproduction matrix decoder
of the type described with reference to FIG. 4 will now be
described. Consider a two-speaker stereo signal L, and R,
where a sound is encoded into the two channels with
respective gains G,=cos(45°—8) and G,=cos(45°+8), by the
use, for example of a panpot positioning device or the use of
spatially coincident directional microphones. The parameter
0. which we term the “panpot angle” describes the intended
stereo position of a sound, being at the left loudspeaker for
0=45°, at the centre for 8=0°, and at the right loudspeaker for
8=—45°, with intermediate values corresponding to interme-
diate positions.

FIG. 21 shows graphically the values of the localisation
parameters 1., Iz, 0,, and 8, plotted against the panpot angle
0 when reproduction is via the two-speaker arrangement of
FIG. 15 when 8,=35°, computed using the equations given
above. It will be seen that generally 8, does not equal 8,
except for centre and extreme left and right positions, being
larger, and that 0, is about twice 0, for images near the
centre: this angular discrepancy gives poor image quality for
conventional two-speaker sterea. Additionally, near the cen-
tre of the stereo stage, r,, and r dip to values significantly
less than one, resulting in poor image stability.

FIGS. 22 to 25 show the localisation parameters when the
two-channel stereo signal is fed via a 3x2 reproduction
matrix decoder for various angle parameters ¢ according to
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FIG. 4 (where the widih is set to w=I1) to the three-
loudspeaker layout of FIG. 1¢ when 8;=45°. FIG. 22 shows
3-speaker reproduction for ¢$=90°, i.e. when the ccnire-
speaker feed is zero and so the reproduction is via two
loudspeakers with 8,=45°. This gives similar results to FIG.
21 except that the angular width is larger and the deviations
of r,, and rg from one also larger. FIGS. 23 to 25 show
reproduction for the respective values $=54.74°, $=35.26°
and ¢=19.47°. It will be noted that 8, becomes progressively
smaller as ¢ decreases, but that 8, remains substantially
similar.

However, comparison with FIG. 21 shows that the repro-
duced localisation angles remain substantially proportional
to those given by two-speaker stereco for all values of the
angle parameter ¢ between 0° and 90°, so that the decoder
of FIG. 4 meets the requirements of the invention in its
second aspecl.

These computations reveal that the case $=50.36° gives
almost exactly the same localisation angles 8, and 8, as
two-spcaker sterco as shown in FIG. 21, and that 1y is also
almost unchanged, with r, being slightly smaller at the
extreme left and right but otherwise also being broadly
similar; thus a 3-speaker decoder with ¢=50.36° substan-
tially preserves the localisation qualities of 2-speaker stereo,
including its defects.

As ¢ is reduced to 35.26°, as shown in FIG. 24, the values
of 1 and r,, for central images become closer to one, giving
improved image stability, and r. is almost constanl across
the whole sound stage, giving roughly the same degreec of
image stability at all panpot angle positions. Moreover, 6,
and 0, become substantially equal across most of the stereo
stage, giving improved image quality. Only near the exireme
Ieft and right positions does 8, become too narrow. The
localisation parameters shown in FIG. 24 explain why ¢
around 35° is generally preferred, but why it still has too
narrow a reproduced stage.

Reducing ¢ to 19.47°, as shown in FIG. 25, results in 8,
being reproduced too narrowly even for near-centre images,
although the central values of ry, and rp become quite close
to one, giving good centre-image stability. However, the
poor edge-of-stage values of 1 indicate poor edge-of-stage
stability.

The fact that all values of ¢ retain noticably imperfect
localisation paramcters for some image positions explains-
why the use of a frequency-dependent decoder, such as those
of FIGS. 5 or 8, is found particularly desirable for decoders
operating from a two-channel stereo input.

Preservation Decoders

There are two main aims one can design an n,xmn,
reproduction matrix decoder to satisfy from a stereo locali-
sation point of view. On the one hand, one can aim to
preserve the angular dispositions of the velocity and sound
intensity vectors originally intended, to within a single
overall constant of proportionality to take account of altered
stage width. A decoder of this type will be termed a
“preservation decoder”, and will also tend to preserve other
localisation qualities indicated by r,, and r.. As we have seen
above, the $=50.36° 3x2 decoder is a preservation decoder
in this sense, and also preserves all the defects of two-
speaker siereo.

The other, less well defined, aim is to improve the
reproduced illusion. In general this may mcan using different
values of the constants k,, and k; of proportionality so as to
make the reproduced directions 6,. and 0. substantially

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

65

34

equal for the majority of reproduced directions, as did the
$=35.26° 3x2 decoder as shown in FIG. 24. Also, one might
use a reproduction decoder that increases the value of ry for
directions for which it is particularly different from one,
perhaps at the expense of decreasing 1, somewhat for other
dircctions, as shown for example in FIG. 24; such an
“improvement decoder” might, for example, be designed to
ensure that 1 is roughly constant for all directions.

While the intention behind “preservation decoders” is
fairly well defined, that for “improvement decoders” gen-
erally involves a trade-off between conflicting psychoacous-
tic requirements, and so is somewhat less well defined.
However, extensive computations of the reproduced locali-
sation parameters of many different reproduction decoders
has revealed that all reasonable improvement decoders have
decoding parameters that do not differ very greatly from
those for preservation decoders, so that once the problem of
designing preservation decoders has been solved, only small
adjustments of parameters are required for improvement
decoders.

In principle, the design of preservation decoders is
extremely laborious, since it involves calculating the locali-
sation parameters for a large variety of n,-speaker stereo
feed signals, and then for each possible value of the energy-
preserving n,xn, decoder matrix parameters, to compute the
localisation parameters of the resulting signals. One then
needs to find which decoder parameters substantially pre-
scrve the desired localisation parameters. Such a search is
not difficult for 3x2 decoders involving only the one free
parameter ¢, but becomes difficult in more complicated
cases, and the search needs to be done again for cach
possible first and second stereophonic arrangement of loud-
speakers. The localisation parameters 1y, s, 8, and 8, are
highly nonlinear functions of the decoder matrix, and there
are also many possible speaker gains G, for the n,-speaker
sterco signals that might be used to create a stereo direc-
tional effecl.

However, we have found various patterns that reduce this
design procedure to manageable proportions. First we need
only investigate cases where n,=n;+1, since other cases can
be derived by cascading such decoders as noted earlier in
connection with FIGS. 9 and 10. Secondly, we have found
that the mairix equations of preservation decoders only
varies slightly as the total angular width of a loudspeaker
layout is varied, providing that the relative valucs of inter-
spcaker angles remain unaltered. Thirdly, we have also
found that the preservation decoder matrices are relatively
insensitive to small variations in the relative interspeaker
angles within a stereophonic arrangement, so that we may
assume for the purposes of designing decoding matrices that
the angles between all adjacent pairs of loudspeakers within
an arrangement are identical.

Thus, apart from a small ‘fine tuning’ of decoding matrix
parameters, we may confine the investigations to the cases
shown in FIGS. 15 to 1e and the illustrative reference values
0,=35°, 9,=45°, 6,=50°, B,=54°, 8,=27° and 8;=16%".
Another problem, as noted earlier, is that there are many
possible stcreophonic signals that may be fed to n, loud-
speakers, derived according to many different recording and
mixing techniques, and one has the difficulty of choosing
broadly represeniative signals for performing the calculation
of localisation parameters. The gain coefficients G, of a
stereo sound via n, loudspeakers form a vector (G,, ..., G,)
in an n,-dimensional space, and the possible set of such
gains representing stereo signals covers a region in this
n,-dimensional space. One wishes to calculate the values of
the reproduced localisation parameters for a representative
set of points that broadly cover this region.
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In practice, we have found that the following choice is a
good onc: One chooses the following n,-speaker sterco
signal gains. Choose signals intended for reproduction {from
just one of the loudspeakers, i.e. isolated loudspeaker feed
signals, for which 6,=0,=8, and r,—r,=1, and also choose
signals intended for reproduction over pairs i and j of
loudspeakers with equal polarity and gain, for which 8,=0,=
l/z((‘),-+(')j) and rv=r,.;=cos1/z(é,.—éj). By substantially preserv-
ing the intended localisation parameters of these stereo-
phonic signals, it is found that the localisation properties of
other stereo signals is also substantially preserved Thesc
Y50, (n;+1) stereo test signals are also useful for assessing
the localisation properties of “improvement decoders™.

For these signals, the velocity and energy localization
parameters are identical, and in particular 8,=0, because all
gains G, are 0 or 1, 5o that G=IGJ® One therefore seeks
(n+1)xn, energy-preserving reproduction matrices R, i1
such that the reproduced direction parameters 0. and 6. are
equal for these specific signals. There are Yn,(n,+1) free
parameters describing the energy-preserving (n,+1)xn,
matrices, so that this system of nonlinear equations 0,=0,.
for the Yan,(n,+1) test signals should determine the decoder
matrix. While these equations are highly nonlinear, they can
be solved numerically on a computer by numerical hill-
climbing methods of solving systems of nonlinear equations.

In the case of left/right symmociry, the size of the system
of equations is reduced. For example, when é,:O, the cor-
responding 8,, and 8. both equal 0, and for pair-of-speaker
signals with é,z—éj, left/right symmetry also ensures that
6,=0,=0, where by convention the axis of symmetry is in
the 0° direction. Additionally, if 6,=0. for a test signal, this
condition also holds for the mirror-image test signal.

For example, for n,;=2, one needs only to find that 3x2
decoder angle parameter ¢for which 8,,=0. for the respec-
tive L, and R, gains 1 and 0. For n,=3, we must find those
values of the decoder parameters ¢, and ¢, for which
0,=0. for the respective (L,, C;, R;) gains (1,0,0) and
(1,1,0); for n;=4 wc must find those values of the 5x4
decoder matrix parameters a,b,c, §, and ¢, where a®+b*+
c®=1, for which for the respective (L,.L5R;R,) gains
(1,0,0,0), (0,1,0,0), (1,1,0,0) and (1,0,1,0), and for n,=5, one
must find the values of the six free parameters of thc
energy-preserving left/right symmetric 6x5 decoder matrix
for which 8,=0. for the respective (L4 L,.Cs.R,.R,) gains
(1,0,0,0,0), (0,1,0,0,0), (1,1,0,0,0), (0,1,1,0,0), (1,0,1,0,0)
and (1,0,0,1,0); and so on for larger values of n,.

Using a numerical procedure for solving these equations
for an (n,+1)xn, energy-preserving left/right symmetric
decoders for n,-speaker stereo layouts as shown in FIGS. 15
to 1e with the illustrative reference values of the angles 6,,
the following decoder parameters have been found to
achieve a “‘preservation decoder” in the above sense:

$=50.36°
for the 3x2 decoder,
$,=10.57° and ¢,=28.64°
for the 4x3 decoder, and
a=0.6164, b=0.6558, ¢=0.4359, §,=51.64° and $=9.64°

for the 5x4 decoder,
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In left/right form, these decoders satisfy the following
matrix equations:

L3 0.8850  —0.1150 L
G 1=| 04511 0.4511 ( R )
R ~0.1150  0.8850 *

for the 3x2 reproduction matrix decoder of a “‘preservation
decoder” according to the invcntion,

L 09303  -0.1297 0.0527 Ly
s | [o03314 06951 01479 ,
Rs -0.1479  0.6951  0.3314

Rs 0.0527  -0.1297 0.9303 &

for the 4x3 reproduction matrix decoder of a **preservation
decoder” according to the invention, and

0.0535  -0.1084 0.0500 —0.0324 L
L 02533 07870 -0.198% 0.0859 Ls
Cs |=] 01349 05708 05708 —0.1349
R, 0.0859  —0.1989 0.7870  0.2533 3
Re 00324 00590 -0.1084 0.9535 Rq

for the 5x4 reproduction matrix decoder of a “preservation
decoder” according to the invention.

The 5x3 “preservation decoder™ obtlained by forming the
composite decoder as in FIG. 9 from the above 4x3 and 5x4
“preservation decoder” matrices satisfies the matrix equa-
tions

Ls 0.8407  —0.1538 0.0557

Ls 05304 03648  —0.0851 L3

Cs |=| 00279 o825 o027 G|,
R 00891 03648  0.5304 R

Re 00557  -0.1538 0.8407

and similar composite decoder equations can be formed
from the above equations for the 4x2 and 5x2 cases by
multiplying the appropriate matrices; however as we have
seen, for 2-speaker stereo signal sources, preserving the
original effect is rarely the most desirable thing to do in view
of the substantial defects of 2-speaker stereo.

The effect of the above preservation decoders on the
localisation parameters as computed by the above methods
for the speaker layouts of FIGS. 15 1o 1e with the illustrative
reference values of 8, is shown below in a series of tables.
Table 1 shows the computed localisation parameters via the
3x2 preservation decoder as compared to the original
2-speaker values for various input signal gains.

TABLE 1
Egains 2-speaker parameters 3-speaker parameters
L; Ry ry oy e [} 13 ry Oy IE o
1 0 10000 3500 10000 3500 1.0000 3538 0.9404 3538
1 1 08192 000 08192 000 08153 000 08263 000

Tablc 2 shows the computed localisation parameters via
the above 4x3 preservation decoder as compared to the
original 3-speaker values for various input signal gains.
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TABLE 2
gains 3-speaker paramelers 4-speaker parameters

Ly G Rs Ty By T 6, Ty By Te 6y

i 0 (4] 1.0000 45.00 1.0000 4500 09805 4508 09690 4508

i 1 0 09239 2250 0.923%9 2250 09282 2232 09254 2232

| B 1 0.7071 0.00 0.7071 0.00 0.6924 000 0.6534 0.00

0 1 0 1.0000 0.00 1.0000 0.00 1.0303 0.00 095474 0.00

Table 3 shows the computed localisation parameters via
the above 5x4 preservation decoder as compared to the
original 4-speaker values for various input signal gains.

to 6° from the values given, and the direction of the (a,b,c)
vector may also vary by 6° without substantial effect.

TABLE 3
gains 4-speaker parameters 5-speaker parameters
Lo Ls Rs R4 Tv (v 53 6y Iy By Th Oy
1 0 O O 10000 5000 10000 5000 0999 5095 09793 5095
0 1 0 O 10000 16.67 1.0000 16.67 1.0009 1632 0.9606 16.32
1 1 0 O 09580 3333 05580 33.33 09549 3375 09546 33.83
1 0 1 O 08355 1667 0.8355 16.67 08328 1756 0.7790 17.51
0 1 1 0 09580 0.00 0.5580 0.00 09606 000 09613 0.00
1 0 0 1 06428 0.00 0.6428 0.00 0.6298 0.00 06377 0.00
Table 4 shows the computed localization parameters via
the above 5x3 preservation decoder as compared to the
original 3-speaker values for various input signal gains.
TABLE 4
gains 3-speaker parameters 5-spcaker parameters
Ly G Ry Ty By s Os Iy By Tg 6.
1 0 0 1.0000 4500 1.0000 4500 09764 4576 09683 4574
o 1 0 1.0000 0.00 1.0000 000 1.0378 000 0.9515 0.00
1 1 0 0.9239 2250 0.9239 2250 09272 2270 09226 2241
1 0 1 0.7071 0.00 0.7071 0.00 0.6812 000 0.6475 0.00

It will be seen from tables 1 to 4 that all these preservation
decoders have constants of proportionality k, and k, for the
angular dispositions of 8,. and 8, that are substantially equal
to one for the loudspeaker layouts used, and it is found that
other input signal gains that might be used for achieving a
desired stereophonic illusion also substantially preserve the
original localisation angles to within about 2°. As can be
seen from the above tables, the values of ry, and r; are not
exactly preserved, but also that they are generally quite
similar at the output of the preservation decoders. In cases
when r is very close to one at the input, it is impossible to
avoid some reduction in ry since r can only be near 1 if the
sound direction is near a loudspeaker direction. However, it
will be noted that r. is actually increased for some input
signals via some preservation decoders.

Tt will be understood that the numerical values given
above are approximate, and will vary somewhat with the
angular width of loudspeaker layouts. In practice, alierations
of matrix coefficients by around 0.02 are unlikely to be very
significant, and variations significantly larger than this, say
by 0.05 or 0.1, may be acceptable in many applications.

In practice, angular rotations of the matrices (i.e. multi-
plication by an orthogonal matrix producing angular rota-
tions) of up to 6° arc likely not to substantially affect the
“preservation decoder” property according to the invention.
In particular, the decoder angle parameters may vary by up
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(n,+1)xn, reproduction preservation decoders can be
designed by the above stereo test signal methods for other
(n,+1)-speaker arrangements. Table 5 lists the parameters ¢;
and ¢,, for 4x3 preservation decodcrs for various values of
the angles 6, and 65 in FIG. 1d.

TABLE 5

o, 8, S o
45 9 9.07 33.39
45 i5 10.40 28.32
50 10 908 32.72
S0 16%4 10.57 28.64
60 12 916 31.64
60 15 589 30.75
60 20 10.98 29.42
60 24 11.73 28.37
60 30 12.65 26.70
75 15 9.49 30.92
75 25 11.76 31.01

It will be seen that, as asserted earlier, the values of the
decoder paramcters do not vary greatly with the precise
angular dispositions of the reproduction loudspeakers for a
preservation decoder. Also, for all these decoders, the repro-
duced velocity and sound intensity vector directions 8, and
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0, arc substantially proportional to those intended via the
original 3-speaker layout.

A preservation decoder according to the invention may, if
desired, incorporate means of adjusting decoder parameters
according to the angular disposition of the loudspeakers
used, or may use fixed typical parameters.

Improvement Decoders

Especially in thc casc of 2-spcaker stereo, and to a
somewhat lesser extent with 3- or 4-speaker stereo, it may
prove to be impossible to achieve a desired stereophonic
illusion using the intended loudspeaker layout, particularly
as regards image stability and consistency of velocity and
sound-intensity directional localisation. In such situations,
the decoder according to the invention may be used to
improve the reproduction via more loudspeakers. This may
be achieved by altering the decoder parameters from their
preservation decoder valucs computed above.

For decoders with 2-speaker stereo inputs, the desired
alterations may be quite large—for example the angle
parameter ¢ may be reduced by 15° or 20° from its “pres-
ervation decoder” value of 50.36° as already seen. n,x2
improvement decoders may be achieved by forming a com-
posite decoder, as in FIG. 9, comprising a 3X2 improvement
deceder followed by an n,x3 preservation decoder, or by
using a decoder having the same overall effect as such a
composite decoder.

A 4x2 improvement decoder may have thc angle param-
eter ¢, substantially as shown in table 5 for the 4-speaker
arrangement shown in FIG. 14, being typically around 28%°,
and the angle parameter ¢, may substantially equal 35°-¢,
(typically around 25°) at frequencies between around 400
Hz and around 5 kHz, and may substantially equal 55°~¢,
(typically around 45°) at frequencies above about 5 kHz,
where ¢, is as given in table 5.

A frequency-dependent 4x2 improvement decoder of this
kind may be implemented as in FIG. 17, but making the ¢,,,
sinc/cosine gain adjustment means (33c) frequency-depen-
dent using associated bandsplitting means (34) such as
shown in FIG. 5. The ¢, sine/cosine means (33d) in FIG. 17
may similarly be made frequency-dependent if desired. In
such decoders, bass energy may bc preferentially fed to
loudspeakers L, and R, by making ¢,, ncar 90° and ¢, near
0° at low bass frequencies, and to loudspeakers L and R by
making ¢,, near 0° and ¢, near 90° at low bass frequencies.

A frequency-dependent 4x2 improvement decoder may
also be implemented as in FIG. 8, substituting for the output
matrix means (9) a 4x<3 transmission matrix decoder means
as described hereafter, with angle parameters ¢'=45° and ¢,
and ¢, substantially as shown in table 5.

Much smaller changes of the decoder parameters from the
preservation decoder values are required for most “improve-
ment decoders” with n;=3- or more channel inputs. In
general, acceptable small alterations of the decoder param-
eters are found to modify the values of the respective
constants k,, and kg of proportionality of the angular dis-
positions of velocity and sound intensity vectors, and
improvement decoders will generally be designed to reduce
the value of k. somewhat, for example to about 0.8k, or
0.9k,, in the middle frequency range in order to increase rz
somewhat, and to increase k. somewhat above 5 kHz while
leaving k,, largely unaltered. This strategy retains a maxi-
mum sense of width above 5 kHz, while improving image
stability with listener movement at middle frequencies.

Numerical computations of the reproduced localisation
parameters, especially 0. and 0., for the stereo input gains
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(i.e. single-speaker and pair-of-speaker signals) discussed
above are thus a useful way of helping to optimisc the values
of the decoder parameters for improvement decoders. The
alicration of the decoder parameters for 4x3 and 5x4
improvement decoders from their preservation decoder val-
ues is best determined by a combination of such theoretical
computations of localisation parameters and subjective test-
ing on a widc variety of programme material prepared by a
variety of recording and mixing techniques. It is generally
found that alterations from the preservation decoder param-
eters of only a few degrees arc required in the 4x3 and 5x4
cases.

Composite improvement decoders can be implemented by
cascading two improvement decoders, or by following an
improvement decoder by a preservation decoder; such com-
posite decoders may be implemented as a single decoder
designed so as to achicvc the same result as the cascaded
decoders by methods known to those skilled in the art.

All subjectively desirable matrix reproduction decoders
according to the invention have overall matrix coefficients
expressed in left/right or direct loudspeaker-feed formats
such that some matrix coefficients have substantially the
opposite polarity to other larger predominant matrix coeffi-
cients, at least across several octaves which may include the
middle frequency region from say 500 Hz to 3 kHz. Such
opposite-polarity subsiduary matrix coefficients have the
effect of helping to stabilise images and of rendering the
results of different auditory localisation mechanisms more
consistent. In preferred cases, the coefficients that have
substantially opposite polaritics will have a magnitude of
under two-fifths of that of the predominant matrix coelli-
cients.

For improvement decoders, the parameters ¢ and ¢,,
preferably lie within 25° and the parameters ¢, ¢,,, d,, ¢
and the vector (ab,c) preferably lie within 15° of their
preservation decoder values given carlier.

Transmission Hierarchy

Explicit equations are now given for transmission matrix
encoders and transmission matrix decoders according to the
invenlion constructed according to the flow diagram of FIG.
16 from energy-preserving reproduction matrix decoders
parameterised previously in the 3x2, 4x3 and 5x4 cases,
where the additional channel coefficients of D,,,, ,., are
chosent to be of unit length and orthogonal to the other n
column of D, ,; ,.,. This leads to the following orthogonal-
matrix transmission decoding and encoding equations in MS
form:

Mono C, =M, M=C,.

2-speaker stereo M, = M, S, = § (decode)
M =M, §=S5, (encode)

3-speaker stereo

M; sing’ -~ cos¢' M
[} - cosd' —sind’ ( T )
5 =85
for decoding, and
M sing’  cos¢’ M
( T )= cosp’  —sing’ G

5 =3,
for encoding.

4-speaker stereo
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-continued
M sin(d’ — ¢} cos(®’ — d3) M
Ms || cos(d — b3 —sin(¢’ — d3) ( T )
Sa cosPp  sindp Ay
Ss |\ singp —cos¢n Ts
for decoding, and
( M sin(¢' — ¢3) cos(’ — §3) M,
T ) C\cos@ ¢ —sin(¢' — ) Ms
5 cosdp  sindp Ss
Ta |7\ singp  —costw Ss
for encoding.
5-speaker stereo
M sin(¢' — ¢3) cos(d’ — ¢3) 0 M
M; 1 =A| cos(d' —d3) —sin($' — p3) 0 T
Cs 0 ¢ 1 Ts
where the 3 X 3 matrix A is given by
a+ pcosda + a — peosds — 212|vicosts —
visings visings pisings]
A=2"12] b— pocosps + b + pacosds ~ 22| vycosgs -+
vasinga vasindy pasings]
¢ — Asingz ¢ + Asinds —22)cosby
where A = (a® + b7)VZ, y, = A, 4o = a/A,
v, = ac/h, v; = bk, a® + b% + c? = 1, and
Se cos{pn + Ps) sin(dp + ¢s) S
S |\ sin(dp +¢s) —cos(dp + s) Ty
for decoding, and
M sin($' — ¢3) cos(d' — ) 0 Me
T =] cos(¢'—¢3) -—-sin(Q' — ¢3) o jaT| My §,
7s 0 0 Cs
where A” is the transpose (g;;) of the matrix A = (a;)
and
S cos(dp + bs) sin($p + §s) Se
s ) sin(¢p + ¢s) —cos(pp + ¢s5) $;

for encoding.

Preferred values for these transmission encoding and
decoding equations for the angle and (a,b,c) parameters are
substantially the preservation decoder parameters for the
4x3 and 5x4 reproduction matrix decoders, and substantially
around ¢'=45° for the 3%2 reproduction matrix decoders.
Thus, preferably:

32°¢'£55°,
459, S17°,
22°Sp,=35%,
45°< ¢, <58°,
=167,
and the vector (a,b,c) is of unit length and in a direction

within 6° of (0.6164, 0.6558, 0.4359). Although valucs
within these angular limits are preferred, wider angular
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limits within 15° or 25° of the central values given for these
parameters fall within the scope of the invention.

Highly preferred values for these parameters are substan-
tially ¢'=45°, ¢,=10.57°, ¢,=28.64°, ¢,=51.04°, ¢s=9.64°
and (a,b,c)=(0.6164, 0.6558, 0.4359).

It will be appreciated that in practical applications of this
hicrarchy of transmission encoding and decoding Matrix
means according to FIGS. 14 and 15 and the invention, the
transmission signals M, S, T, T, and T5 may be given
arbitrary predetermined respective nonzero amplitude gains
X, kg, ks, ks and ks in order that the amplitude levels of
signals in each transmission channel should match the peak
level and noise characteristics of that channel. Such addi-
tional amplitude gains may be applied at the encoding
matrix stages, and the inverse gains k,~' applied to the
respective channel signals at the decoding stage. The gains
k. may be positive or negative, or may have complex values,
which may be frequency dependent in the case that equali-
sation is desired of a transmission channel. In general, it is
usually found that the transmission channel signals M, S, T,
T, and T, are of progressively decreasing average signal
energy, so that the magnitudes of the associated channel
gains k, may be chosen to be progressively of increasing
value.

For the above-stated highly preferred parameter values,
the transmission encoding and decoding equations in lefV/
right form have the following explicit values:

Moeno C, =27 Y%L + R), L=R =2""2C,.
2-speaker stereo L, =L, Ry, =R, L=L,, R=R,.

3-speaker stereo

—0.1464 0.5000 L
0.8536 0.5000 R
0.5000 -0.7071 T

0.8536
—0.1464
0.5000

R3 =

for transmission matrix decoding, and

—0.1464  0.5000 Ls

0.8536 0.5000
05000 -0.7071

0.8536
—0.1464
0.5000

R 1=

~

Ca
for transmission matrix encoding.
4-speaker sterco
0.3389 L
—0.338¢9 R

—0.6206 T
0.6206

-0.1561
0.7215
0.1728
0.6521

0.5832
0.5832
—0.3998
—0.3998

0.7215
—0.1561
0.6521
0.1728

Ry

Rs

for transmission matrix decoding, and

0.1728
0.6521
—0.3998
0.6206

0.6521
0.1728
—0.3998
—0.6206

L 0.7215
R —0.1561
T 0.5832
Ty 0.3389

—0.1561
0.7215
0.5832

—0.3389

Ry
Ls
Rs

for ransmission matrix encoding.

S-speaker stereo
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-continued

Le

Re

Lz =

R

Cs
0.6325 -0.1525 0.5570 04381 —-0.2730 L
—0.1525 0.6325 0.5570 —0.4381 —0.2730 R
0.6482 0.0287 —0.0373 —0.5551 0.5191 T
0.0287 0.6482 —(}.6373 0.5551 0.5191 Ty
0.3945 0.3945 —0.6138 0.0000 —{0.5585 Ts

for transmission matrix decoding, and

L

R

[

Ty

Ts
0.6325 -0.1525 0.6482 0.0287 0.3945 Lo
—0.1525 0.6325 0.0287 0.6482 0.3945 Ro
0.5570 0.5570 —0.0373 -0.0373 —0.6138 Ly
04381 -0.4381 —0.5551 0.5551 0.0000 R
-0.2730 -0.2730 0.5191 0.5191 —0.5585 Cs

for transmission matrix encoding.

Using the above equations, encoding from a first plurality
n, of loudspcaker feed signals, and decoding into a second
plurality n, not less than n, gives the input signals for n,=n,,
and gives a prescrvation decoder (if n,>2) or an improve-
ment decoder (if n,=2) via the loudspeaker layouts of FIGS.
1» to 1e with the illustrative reference values of 8, if the
highly preferred values of the decoder parameters ¢'.¢5,9,,,
$..9s and (a,b,c) are used as in the above numerical equa-
tions.

For other loudspeaker layouts, such as those with other
values of 0, these equations may not give precisely the
optimum preservation or improvement decoder effect, but
will still be very close. However, if it is desired to optimally
match the decoded results to a specific loudspeaker arrange-
ment, a transmission matrix decoder may be employed
based on modified values of the parameters ¢’ (for 3-speaker
reproduction), ¢, and ¢,, (for 4-speaker reproduction), or ¢,,
¢ and (a,b,c) (for 5-speaker reproduction) matched to the
loudspeaker arrangement actually uscd rather than to the
encoding parameters. Since such modified transmission
decoding matrices are orthogonal, such decoders still give
overall energy-preserving results. Such modified transmis-
sion matrix decoders matched to other loudspeaker arrange-
ments remain within the scope of the invention, and because
of their closeness to the originally intended transmission
decoder matrices, still substantially preserve the original
loudspeaker feed signals when n,=n,. Alternatively, the
transmission matrix decoder with the same parameters as the
encoder can be followed by a reproduction matrix preser-
vation or improvement decoder according to the invention;
the transmission matrix decoder and a following reproduc-
tion matrix decoder may be combined into a single matrix
means in ways evident to those skilled in the art.

Other possibly non-orthogonal transmission matrix
encoders and transmission matrix decoders for use in hier-
archical systems can be constructed for the desired values of
the preservation or improvement reproduction decoder
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parameters ¢', $3, ¢y, ¢4, §s and (a,b,c), and can be designed
using the design procedures described in connection with the
flow diagram of FIG. 16, and arc within the scope of the
invention.

The usc of a transmission encoder using an n-speaker
signal feed for transmission via m greater than n channels
according to the equations produces added transmission
signals T,..,, ..., T,, that are zero, but this does not preclude
the use of a frequency-dependent matrixing of the n input
channels to synthesisc additional channel signals T, ,, . . .
. T,, providing that the basic signals T,, . .., T, are
substantially unaltered, in order to provide improved psy-
choacoustic results for listeners using more than m trans-
mission channels. An example has already been described in
connection with FIG. 8 for n=2. In more general cases, the
frequency-independent mxm transmission matrix encoder
may be fed with the outputs of a frequency-dependent mxn
reproduction matrix improvement decoder, or equivalent
signals may be provided by a frequcncy-dependent matrix
encoding means achieving the effects of such a composite
encoder.

The explicit 4x3 or 5x3 transmission matrix decoding
equations obtained from the above 4x4 or 5x5 matrix
equations when T, and T are set to zero may be used for the
output means (9) of the decoder shown in FIG. 8 when a 4x2
or 5x2 frequency-dependent improvement reproduction
decoder is required.

Delay Compensation

The design theory given above assumed loudspeaker
arrangements in which all loudspeakers are at thc same
distance from an ideally situated listcner. The invention can
be used with loudspcaker arrangements for which this
equal-distance requirement does not hold, such as the
arrangement of FIG. 1g or n -speaker arrangements lying,
for example, along a straight line or along a non-circular
path or along a circular path whose centre does not lic in the
preferred listening area. The results in such a case are
generally less satisfactory than with an equal distance loud-
speaker arrangement, but still usually acceptable.

However, for the optimum results, it is preferred to
provide those loudspeakers closest to a preferred listening
position (4}, such as C; in FIG. 26, a signal feed (94)
obtained from the matrix decoder (2) via time delay means
(93) whose time delay equals the time difference of sound
arrivals from that loudspeaker relative to sound arrivals from
the most distant loudspeaker, as shown in FIG. 26 for the
layout of FIG. 1g.

In general, a matrix deceder may be provided with or
incorporate or be used in association with time delay means
for all loudspeakers or for all but those loudspeakers most
distant from the preferred listening position, the time delays
provided for all loudspeaker feed signals being such as to
ensure that the time of arrival at the preferred listening
position of an impulse passing through the decoder is
substantially identical for all of the loudspeakers.

Such delay compensation means may be provided using
any available time-delay tcchnology, including analog
charge-coupled delay lines and digital delay technology. The
provision of digital delay compensation is particularly
simple for matrix decoder means implemented using digital
signal processing technology.

In preferred implementations of decoders with delay
compensation according to the invention, the intended ioud-
speaker arrangement is substantially left/right symmetric
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and the preferred listening posilion is on the axis of sym-
metry. In this application, the delay compensation is not
intendcd to provide compensation for listener positions
away from the preferred position, but is purely intended as
a compensation for the actual loudspeaker arrangement used
and its general relationship to the broad listening area over
which listeners may be placed.

Low-Frequency Modifications

The ears are less sensitive to localisation al low frequen-
cies below about 200 Hz, and particularly below 100 Hz,
than at higher frequencies. Thus matrix decoders according
to the invention may depart from the strict requirements of
the invention at such low frequencies.

‘When used with loudspeakers some of which have limited
bass reproduction capabilities, decoders according to the
invention may incorporate modified matrix decoding param-
eters such as ¢' or ¢, &s, ¢, ¢4 ¢s and (a,b,c) at low
frequencies in order to redistribute bass energy among the
various loudspcakers, in the manner already described for
3x2 reproduction matrix decoders. Such decoders may also
incorporate or be used in association with phase compen-
sation means intended to compensate for differences in the
bass phase responses of different loudspeakers, so thal as
much as possible of the remaining low-frequency localisa-
tion cues are retained.

Portable Multispcaker Stereo Apparatus

A popular form of stereophonic apparatus is one-piece
portable apparatus incorporating signal sources (1) such as
cassetle tape reproducers,radio reception means and com-
pact disc players, amplification and control means and
loudspeakers within a single unit, termed colloquially a
“ghetto blaster”. Apparatus of this kind is somctimes
equipped with a pair of demountable attached loudspeaker
units, so that the apparatus may be used for reproduction
either with the loudspeakers attached or with the loudspeak-
ers separated from the main housing unit and from each
other in order to provide a wider stereo effect.

According to one aspect of the invention, there is pro-
vided a portable or transportable system for stereophonic
reproduction using at least three loudspeaker sysiems each
covering an audio frequency range including the range 400
Hz to 5 kHz, said system being capable of carried as a single
unit, responsive to stereophonic source signals and incor-
porating a matrix decoding means for said source signals
and providing fecd signals for said loudspeaker systems,
whereby at least one of said loudspeaker systems is securcly
attached to or integrated into the main housing unit of said
portable or transportable system, and whereby two of the
additional said loudspeaker systems provided are attachable
in close proximity to said main housing unit and are also
movable or demountable with respect to said main housing
unit so as to capable of being used spaced apart from each
other and from said main housing unit. It is preferred if the
systcm is so arranged that it may also be used for stereo-
phonic reproduction when said two of the additional said
loudspeaker systems are attached to said main housing unit.
It is also preferred that said matrix decoder means be in
accordance with the invention as described previously.

Apparatus of this kind preferably incorporates a 3x2 or
4x2 matrix decoding means of the type described earlier,
with optional width adjustment means, rcsponsive to
2-channel stereo source signals, which may be provided by
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a signal source or reception means incorporated into said
main housing unit.

FIG. 27 shows, by way of example, a portable apparatus
for multispeaker stcreo reproduction of the above kind. A
main housing unit (81) incorporates a signal source such as
a cassette player (1¢, radio receiver (1} and/or a compact
disc player (1k), control means (82) such as volume, equali-
sation, width and source selection controls, and a centre
loudspeaker (52) preferably placed at the front centre of said
housing unit (81), and also incorporates within the main
housing unit (81) 3x2 or 3x3 matrix decoder means (2) or
(9) (not shown) responsive to stereo signal sources which
feeds via amplification means (not shown) incorporated
within said main housing unit (81) or within loudspeaker
enclosures (85) the centre loudspeaker (52) and left (51) and
right (53) loudspeakers all of which cover a frequency range
including the primary frequency range 400 Hz 1o 5 kHz. The
loudspeaker enclosures (85) for left (51) and right (53)
loudspeakers are shown attached to said main housing unit
(81), but may be removed and spaced apart (85b) from said
main housing unit (81) and each other, while remaining
connected by audio signal cables (84) or by other audio
signal communications means such as audio infra-red links.

The left and right loudspeaker enclosures (85) may be
atiachable to and removable from said main housing unit
(81) by means of catches (83), clips, hooks, Velcro or other
fastening or aitachment means. Alternatively or in addition,
the enclosures (85) may be attached to the main housing unit
(81) by means of movable arms or links (not shown) that
slide or are otherwise movable (for example by a rotation or
pantograph action) that allow the left and right loudspeaker
enclosures (85) to be moved away from immediate proxim-
ity to said main housing unit (81) while still being physically
connected to it by means of said arms or links.

An advantage of using a movable arm or link means of
removing attachable loudspeaker enclosures (83) from
immediate proximity to the main housing unit (81) is that
this means provides exact control of the relative positions of
the loudspeaker units (51-53) to ensure the best stereo-
phonic effect, whereas unskilled users might place entirely
removable loudspeaker enclosurcs (85b) in undesirable
locations. Moving arms or links also permit the cntirc unit
to be carried by means of a single carrying handle (86) or
shoulder strap attached to the main housing unit (81) while
the loudspeaker enclosures (85) are removed from immedi-
ate proximity to said main housing unit (81).

Instead of providing thrce loudspeaker systems covering
the primary frequency range, four such systems may bc
provided for use in conjunction with 4x2, 4x3 or 4x4 matrix
decoding means, with the outer pair in the movable loud-
speaker enclosures (85) and the inner pair enclosed within
the main housing unit (81).

Detailed variations will be evident to those skilled in the
art, such as the provision of other or alternative stcrco
sources, demountability of central loudspeaker units, or the
replacement or supplementing of the control means (82) by
a remote control unit means.

In general, the different loudspeaker systems (51,53)
removable from the main housing unit (81) may have
different frequency and/or phase response characteristics to
those incorporated into the main housing unit (81), and
equaliser compensation means may be incorporated into the
apparatus for use in connection with said matrix decoding
means to compensate for said differences of loudspeaker
characteristics. In particular, said matrix decoder means may
use frequency-dependent matrix parameters so as to mini-
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mise the bass cnergy fed to those loudspeaker systems with
limited bass capability. For example, the centre loudspeaker
system (52) may have more bass power output than the
movable loudspeaker systems (51, 53), and a 3x2 matrix
decoder according to the invention may use a decoder
parameter ¢ that decrcascs to a value near 0° at low bass
frequencics. Similarly, a 4x2 matrix decoder according to
the invention may use a decoder parameter ¢,, that
decreases to a value near 0° at low bass frequencies.

Use with Associated Visual Images

A particular application of the invention is to reproduction
with associated visual images where it is required to match
the directions of sounds with those of associated visual
images for listcners across a broad listening and viewing
arca. While applicable to situations where the visual image
is that of physically present objects, such as in theatrical or
live music performances, the invention is particularly appli-
cable to reproduced images derived, for example, from
Television broadcasts, video recordings, film projection or
images generated by digital signal storage or processing
means such as computer graphics or clectronic games
machines.

In a preferred form of the invention for use with visual
reproduction means in which the directions of visual images
and associated directional sounds are substantially matched,
there is provided a visual reproduction means such as a
display screen or projection means in a main housing unit,
said housing unit also incorporating or being securely
attached to at least one loudspeaker system covering at least
a primary audio frequency range of 400 Hz to 5 kHz, and
used with at least two loudspeaker systems each covering at
least said primary frequency range capable of being moved
S0 as 1o be spaced apart from and disposed to the two sides
of said main housing unit, and a matrix decoding means
according to earlier descriptions of the invention responsive
to stereophonic source signals associated with the visual
image and providing signals intended for reproduction via
said loudspeaker systems.

Said movable loudspeakers may, if desired be attachable
to and removable from said main housing unit by attachment
or fastening means, and/or may be connected physically to
said main housing unit by means of arm or link means,
which may by sliding, rotation, pantograph or other action
allow movement of said movable loudspeaker systems such
that they may be used either in close proximity to said main
housing unit or spaced apart and disposed to either side of
said main housing unit.

FIGS. 28 and 29 show two examples of audiovisual
apparatus according to this aspect of the invention. A main
housing unit (81) incorporates a display screen (87) or other
visual display or projection means, and is used with two
loudspeaker enclosures (85), one placed to either side of the
main housing (81) and spaced apart from it, each containing
loudspeaker means covering at least said primary frequency
range, said main housing unit (81) also containing onc or
two loudspeaker systems (52) covering at least said primary
frequency range. The main housing unit incorporates, or is
used in association with, matrix decoding means (not
shown) responsive to stereo signals and providing signals
suitable, after such processing and amplification means as
may be necessary or desirable, for feeding said loudspeaker
systems (52) and (85), according to descriptions of the
invention given earlier. FIG. 28 shows thc case where a
single centre loudspeaker (52) is used, in association with a
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3x2 or 3%3 matrix decoder means (not shown); said loud-
speaker is preferably placed centrally below or above said
display screen (87) or display means in order to ensure
correct localisation of central sound images with respect to
the visual image.

FIG. 29 shows the case where two loudspeaker systems
(52) are incorporated into or immediately attached to said
main housing unit (81) to either side of said display screen
(87), for use with a 4x2, 4x3 or 4x4 matrix decoder means
(not shown). When used with matrix decoders according to
the invention, the quality of stereophonic images is largely
independent of the ratio of the spacing between the outer
loudspeaker systems (85) to the spacing between the inner
loudspeaker systems (52), over a range of values of said
ratio between about 2 and S. Other than affecting the overall
width of the reproduced sound stage, a wider or narrowcr
spacing of the outer loudspeaker enclosures (85) little effect
on the acceptability of stercophonic imaging over a wide
range of placements. The matrix decoder means may, if
desired, incorporate electronic width adjustment means in
order to provide a desired width of stereophonic sound stage
with any given placement of said outer loudspeaker enclo-
sures (85).

The audiovisual apparatus may incorporate equalisation
means for compensating for any differences in frequency or
phase response between inner (52) and outer (85) loud-
speaker systems, and said matrix decoder means may addi-
tionally or instead have modified decoding matrix param-
eters at low frequencies so as to redistribute bass energy
among the loudspeakers so as to take account of any
differences in their bass reproduction capability.

High-Fidelity Apparatus

The invention is also well suited for use with high quality
high-fidelity sound reproduction systems used for example
for music reproduction not necessarily associated with
visual images. In such high quality applications, loudspeaker
units will generally be physically separate from each other
and from preamplifier control means, which may incorpo-
rate matrix decoder means according to the invention or
which may be used in association with physically separate
matrix decoder means apparatus.

Referring to FIG. 30, according to another form of the
invention, there is provided a preamplifier control means
apparatus (91) responsive to sterco source signals (1) incor-
porating matrix decoder means as earlier described accord-
ing to the invention, said apparatus providing output signals
intended, after subsequent amplification means (92) which
may, if desired, be integrated with said apparatus for feeding
1o a stereophonic loudspeaker arrangement (50) comprising
at least three loudspeaker systems disposed across a sector
(3) of directions in front of a preferred listening position (4).

In a'preferred form of this implementation of the inven-
tion, said preamplifier control means apparatus (91) also
incorporates visnal signal control means for receiving,
selecting and/or modifying associated visual images
intended to match reproduced sound images in direction.

Referring to FIG. 31, another form of the invention
provides a matrix decoder means apparatus (2) according to
the invention responsive to signal outputs (20) of a pream-
plifier control means apparatus (91) and providing outputs
(40) for feeding to amplification means (92) feeding a
stereophonic loudspeaker arrangement (50) comprising at
least three loudspeaker systems or units disposed across a
sector (3) of directions in front of a preferred listening
position (4).
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Public Address Apparatus

The invention is also suitablc for use with public address
(PA) apparatus iniended to provide stercophonic reproduc-
tion with improved image stability for an audicnce of larger
size than normally encountered in domestic applications. PA
apparatus may be used in cinema or film auditoria, for live
amplified music, and in audiovisual and theatrical applica-
tions, among other applications.

In PA applications, it is common that clusters of loud-
speakers in relatively closc physical proximity be used
instead of single loudspeaker systems sharing a single
enclosure, in order to increase power output capability or to
provide broader directional coverage of an audience area. It
will be understood that such clusters constitute single “loud-
speakers” as far as applications of the invention are con-
cemed, and terms such as “loudspeaker” or ‘“loudspeaker
system” in this document may be interpreted to include such
a cluster of loudspeakers. In many PA systems, different
loudspeakers in a given cluster may handle different fre-
quency ranges. Where the cluster of loudspeakers is
mounted vertically on top of one another, such clusters are
often termed “stacks’” of loudspeakers.

Conventional stereophonic live music and theatrical PA
apparatus usually uses a pair of stacks or clusters to either
side of a stage or performance area, and occasionally a third
central cluster is used placed over or behind the centre of the
performance area. Such clusters or stacks are fed by ampli-
fication apparatus which in turn is fed with stereophonic
signals derived from a stereophonic mixing desk or appa-
ratus which allows control of the level and stereo position of
a number of separate sound sources, such as prerecorded
sounds, sounds from various performers or their instruments
picked up by microphones or electrical means, and sounds
derived from effects devices such as synthelic echo or
reverberation units.

Referring by way of example to FIG. 32, such a stereo-
phonic mixing apparatus (1) may incorporate or may feed a
matrix decoding means (2) according to previous descrip-
tions of the invention, and said matrix decoding means (2)
may feed, via amplification means (92) three or more
loudspeaker systems, clusters or stacks (50) in a stereo-
phonic arrangement across, above or around the perfor-
mance or visual display area (87) covering a sector of
directions in front of a main audience area.

FIG. 32 illustrates an examplc in which two loudspeaker
stacks (51) and (53) are disposed at the respective left and
right sides of a performance area (87) and a central loud-
speaker system or cluster (52) is suspended over the front of
said performance area (87) in order to avoid visual obstruc-
tion of the performance area.

While broadly the same kind of matrix decoding appara-
tus (2) is used as in other applications of the invention,
particular features are desirable for such PA applications. It
is preferable that any input and output sockets or connection
means should meet professional standards for heavy-duty
use, for example by the use of XLR-type or guarter-inch (6.2
mm) jack connectors, and that adjustment means be pro-
vided to cope with typical operational problems.

For example, the matrix decoder means should preferably
incorporate or be used in association with delay compensa-
tion means to compensate for the positioning in distance of
central or inner loudspeaker systems or clusters. Also, in
general, suspended central loudspeaker systems or clusters
may have more limited bass capability than the outer stacks
or clusters, since large bass units are too heavy or large for
suspension without visual obstruction of the performance
area.
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The matrix decoder means (2) should thus preferably
incorporate means of adjusting the low-frequency decoder
maltrix parameters so as to minimise the bass fed to such
central loudspeakers, for example by putting ¢ or ¢,, close
to 90° at low frequencies. Preferably, the bass transition
frequency at which such paramcter modifications take cffect
should be adjustable to maich different bass deficiencies.
Such a matrix decoder may also provide user preset adjust-
ment of the values of the matrix decoder parameters within
one or more frequency range, so that the decoded effect may
be optimised for each PA installation.

Also, a dilferent plurality n, of loudspeaker systems or
clusters may be used for each [requency range for which
distinct loudspeaker types are provided, with a separate
decoder provided for each plurality n, used. For example,
one might have n,=5 for treble loudspeaker systems, n,=3 or
4 for mid-frequency loudspeaker units, and n,=2 for bass
loudspeaker units, using a dircct feed from two channels for
bass loudspeakers, a 3x2 or 4x2 decoder for the middle-
frequency loudspeakers and a 5x2 decoder for the treble
loudspeakers. The inputs of said separate decoders may be
derived using electronic cross-over filter networks of the
kind normally used to provide feed signals for PA loud-
speaker units covering a partial frequency range.

In-Car Sterco

The invention provides a solution to particular problems
associated with stereo systems used in vehicles, particularly
cars, i.e. automobiles, and the like. In such vehicles, stereo
reproduction conventionally gives a particularly poor direc-
tional illusion becausc of necessary limitations on the posi-
tioning both of loudspeakers and of listeners. For example,
drivers are generally positioned to one side and towards the
front of the listening area, and stereo loudspeakers have
generally to be installed either to each side of the front of the
interior of the vehicle or within the doors to either side of the
front-seat area. Such arrangements are far from the ideal
disposition for good stereo images.

The invention permits the provision of much better stereo
image quality. Referring to FIG. 33, a third central loud-
speaker (52) is provided supplementing the typical left and
right loudspeakers (51) and (53) conventionally provided,
said contre loudspeaker typically being mounted at, above or
below the centre of the vehicle dashboard. Typically, the left
(51) and right (53) loudspeakers may be mounted at the two
sides of the dashboard or in the respective front doors of the
vehicle.

It is found that when such loudspeakers are used with a
3%2 matrix decoder according to the invention, the stability
of centre images is greatly improved even if the driver is
very close to or within the loudspeaker arrangement, par-
ticularly if a frequency-dependent decoder is used with a
larger decoder parameter ¢ or ¢4, at frequencies above 5
kHz than at lower frequencies above 400 Hz.

The invention may also be used with two or three addi-
tional loudspeakers between the conventional pair, using an
nyxn, matrix decoder according to the invention.

Equalisation means associated with each of the loud-
speaker systems may be incorporated or added to compen-
sate both for different frequency responses of different
loudspeaker systems and for typical absorption or diffraction
characteristics to which the sound from each loudspeaker is
subjected on its passage to the listener.

Generally, the invention may be used with any stereo-
phonic arrangement of more than two loudspeakers disposed
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Lo the front and possibly sides of the front seating area of the
vehicle, responsive to two or more sterco source signals, and
delay compensation means may also be used in association
with each or some of the loudspeaker feed signals for said
stereophonic arrangement. A second stercophonic arrange-
" ment, disposed either to the front or the rear of a rear seating
arca, may also or additionally be provided according to the
invention to serve listeners in said rear seating area.
Because of the proximity of listeners to the loudspeaker
arrangement in an in-car system, some empitical adjustment
of the decoder parameters ¢, ¢4, ¢3, 9, and so on may be
required for optimum results, bul appropriate values are
normally found to be within 15° or 25° of the previously
described “preservation decoder” values.

Further Aspects

Numerous variations within the scope of the invention
will be evident from the above descriptions to those skilled
in the art. For example, any matrix means described may
have component means rearranged, combined, split apart
and recombined; gains and polarity inversions may be
inserted and addition means replaced by subtraction means
at different points while preserving the overall matrix means
performance, and all-pass means affecting all parallel signal
paths identically may be incorporated. Means responsive to
signals in lefi/right form may be made responsive to signals
in MS form by the addition or deletion, as appropriate, of
MS matrix means, and conversely for means responsive to
signals in MS form. Similarly, means producing signals in
one of lefi/right or MS forms may produce signals in the
other form by the addition or deletion, as appropriate, of MS
matrix mcans. Any means satisfying known matrix equa-
tions may be replaced by any other means producing results
salisfying the same matrix equations designed by methods
known to those skilled in the art. In particular, any matrix
means comprising two cascaded matrix means may be
replaced by a single matrix means described by the matrix
coefficients of the product of the matrices describing the
input/output behaviour of the component matrix means.

Aspects and examples of the invention described in terms
of electrical analogue signal processing means may equally
well be implemented using substantially equivalent digital
signal processing means and conversely in ways evident to
those skilled in, the art.

‘Where loudspeakers or loudspeaker systems are referred
to, clusters of loudspeaker units or systems placed relatively
close 10 one another so as substantially to act as a single
loudspeaker may equally be used.

Where separate loudspeaker systems are used lo cover
different portions of the audio {requency range, different
pluralities of loudspeakers may be used for reproduction of
each component frequency range fed by an appropriate
decoder according to the invention for that frequency range.

While the invention has been described in terms of a
nominal front, left and right direction, the invention may
equally be applied to stereophonic loudspeakers covering
other sectors of directions, such as for example, a sector
behind a listener, to one side of a listener or above or below
a listener, or to a vertical sector.

The invention may also be applied to a stereophonic
arrangement of loudspeakers covering a sector of directions
used in conjuction with other loudspeakers in other direc-
tions, such as rear loudspeakers covering a rear sector of
directions also in accordance with the invention, or fed with
delayed or reverberated versions of the signals fed to the
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front loudspeakers. Provided that some stereophonic signals
are processed in accordance with the invention to provide
loudspeaker signals for a component stercophonic arrange-
ment of alarger arrangement of loudspeakers, any additional
loudspeakers or additional signals from other sources fed to
the loudspeakers do not affect the scope of the invention. For
example, in HDTV or cinema applications, additional “sur-
round” signals may be transmitted and reproduced to supple-
ment the front-stage stereo effect produced by the invention.

Transmission channel signals may be transmitted and
received in either left/right or MS form; this may also
include the possible use of a left/right form of transmission
signals T,, ; and T,, of the form 27"(T,,_,—T,,) and
27T, 1~ To).

While specific implementations of the invention with
lefi/right symmetry have been described, the invention may
also be applied to reproduction using loudspeaker arrange-
ments lacking left/right symmetry using the decoder design
methods described herein.

The invention is also applicable to stereophonic arrange-
ments of loudspeakers covering a sector of directions in
front of a listener wherein different loudspeakers within the
arrangement may lie at different heights or angles of eleva-
tion or declination,

Although the examples of matrix reproduction decoders
according to the invention have mainly been such that they
exactly preserve the total energy of signals passing through
them (to within a constant of proportionality that may be
dependent on frequency), a limited but not substantial
degree of departure from such exact encrgy preservation is
permissible. The permissible degree of departure that sub-
stantially retains the psychoacoustic advantages of the
invention is such that, at any frequency, the gain of any two
stereophonic signal components passing through a repro-
duction decoder according to the invention differs by not
more than 3 dB, and preferably by less than 2 dB, and highly
preferably by less than 1 dB, and such that, expressed in
terms of the effect on direct loudspeaker feed signals, some
matrix coefficients of said decoder arc, across several
octaves of the audio frequency range, substantially of oppo-
site polarity to and of magnitude less than two fifths of the
dominant or largest matrix coefficients.

Such small departures from exact energy preservation to
within a constant of proportionality may typically be imple-
mented by small departures from exact energy preservation
of the matrix A means (33g) and the matrix B means (334)
of FIG. 19. The matrix A means and the matrix B means may
be adjustable, for example for the purposes of electronic
width control or other desired effects, such that, at each
frequency, different signal components of the signals (28) or
(29) passing through matrix A means (33g) or matrix B
means (334) to produce signals (48) or (49) have a difference
in relative total energy gain of not more than 3 dB, and
preferably lcss than 2 dB, and highly preferably less than 1
dB.

For example,the matrix A means (33g) may be energy
preserving and the matrix B means (334) may bc cnergy
preserving with an added overall gain of between —3 dB and
+3 dB, or the signals (28) and (29) may be given possibly
differing gains within 3 dB of one another, or the signals (48)
and (49) may be given possibly differing gains within 3 dB
of one another when mairix

A means (33g) and matrix B means (334) arc energy
preserving, providing that these gain modifications are such
as to retain the substantially opposite polarity of some
matrix coeflicients relative to the dominant matrix coefi-
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cients of the overall matrix reproduction decoder of FIG. 19,
and that said substantially opposite polarity cocflficicnts have
a magnitude of less than two-fifths of said dominant matrix
coefficients. In such a case, the decoder will remain accord-
ing to the invention.

It is found that much larger departures from the exact
energy preserving casc are such as to substantially degrade
the desired subjective and psychoacoustic effects of the
invention.

While above descriptions use the MS matrix convention
M,=2"%(L,+R,) and S,=2""*(L,—R,) alternative MS matrix
conventions such as MP=2_”(L +R,) and Sp=2_"6(Rp— ) OF
M, =k(L,+R,) and Sp:kS(LP—}{p) where k and kg are non-
zero constants may be used in implementations of the
invention.

The present invention can also be applied to the provision
of, e.g., a 3-speaker stereo feed from an ambisonically
encoded signal. Ambisonic techniques are described and
claimed in patents GB2073556, GB1550627, GB1494752,
GB1494751 all assigned to NRDC and in the present
inventor’s paper “Ambisonics in Multichannel Broadcasting
and Video” pp 859-871, J. Audio Eng. soc. Vol 33 no. 11
(1985 November). This aspect is not limited to B format but
may also apply to other ambisonic formats.

In the examples above with reference to FIG. 8, we
described a decoder for the 2-channel stereo signals M, and
S, in MS form in which signals M, S and T were derived
such that

M=M, cos ($—45°)
5=S,

T=M, sin (¢—45°) (21)
for a parameter ¢ that equals about 35.26° below 5 kHz and
54.70° above 5 kHz, where the 3 speaker feeds are given by
the cquations:

=1sM+12T+0.70711 §
Cy=0.70711 (M-T)

Ry=YoM+WT—0.707L1S (22)

The matrixing of equ. (21) is energy preserving as ¢
varies, and the matrixing of equ. (22) shown as (9) in FIG.
8 is orthogonal, and so also preserves total energy.

The samec method can be extended to deriving optimal
3-speaker decoders for B-format signals W, X, Y with
respective gains for sounds from an azimuthal angle O
measured anticlockwise from due front of 1, 2'”cos8 and
2126in@. If we impose a constraint that rear azimuth sounds
be reproduced no louder than front azimuth sounds, then the
signals M, S and T feeding the matrix (9) of equ. (22) that
give the best computed localisation quality from B-format
across a frontal stage of azimuths extending from —60° to
+60° turn out to substantially be given by:

M=0.41421(W+X)
5=0.58579 Y

7=0.41421(W-X) (23)
which not only has the property of having uniform energy
gain as azimuth varics (since the matrix of equ. (23) is
0.58579 times an orthogonal matrix), but alse of reproduc-
ing azimuth 0° sounds the same as the optimal 3x2 stcreo
decoder for central sounds below 5 kHz, and of reproducing
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azimuth +£60° sounds the same as left or right sounds are
reproduced by the optimal 3x2 decoder above 5 kHz. Since
the optimal 3x2 decoder was designed to handle ceniral
sounds best below 5 kHz and edge-of-stage sounds best
above 5 kHz, the B-formal 3-speaker decoder of equ. (23),
which is frequency independent, manages to achicve both
these optimum behaviours across the whole frequency range
for front-stage azimuths, perhaps at the expense ol rather
unpleasant-sounding stereo effects for rear-azimuth sounds.
However, by introducing frequency dependence similar to
that of equ. (21), it is possible to improve the subjective
results of 3-speaker B-format reproduction further, by opti-
mising central images below 5 kHz and edge of stage images
above 5 kHz. Th is may be done, by subjecting the M and
T signals of equ. (23) to a frequency-dependent rotation by
an angle ¢—45°, giving modified, M, S and T signals M,
S,.. and T, ' given by
M,,.=0.41421[(W+X) cos (¢—45°)—-(W-X) sin ($—45°)]
Sy =0.58579 Y

Tiee =0.41421|(W—X) cos ($—45°H+(W+X) sin ($p—45°)], 24)

where, as before, typically varies from about 35° below
5 kHz to about 55° above 5 kHz; the precise variation of ¢
with frequency may be chosen by subjective tests on imag-
ing quality.

The use of a frequency-dependent rotation as in FIG. 34a
and equs. (24) will typically have the effect of giving sharper
and more stable images near the centre of the stereo stage,
as can be shown by computations for thc matrix below 5 kHz
of the values of 1y, 1z, 0, and 0 for different encoding
azimuths 0 near 0°, while giving an improved sense of stage
width and sharpness of edge-of-stage images above 5 kHz.
Because rotation matrices preserve energy, the resulting
3-speaker feeds retain a constant reproduced energy gain as
azimuth varies.

Because sounds encoded with azimuths near 180° are
reproduced with unpleasant stereo quality by the decoders of
equs. (23) and (24), it is desirable to reduce the gain of such
rear sounds by say 3 or 6 dB. This may be done cither by
attenuating the W-X signal (which somewhat degrades the
quality of stereo localisation across the frontal stage), or, as
illustrated in the Figure by preceding the 3-speaker decoder
by a forward dominance B-format transformation to reduce
the contribution of rear stage sounds, as described in equs.
(25) below.

Obviously, the decoder algorithm shown in the Figure
may be replaced by any frequency-dependent matrix algo-
rithm whose matrix coefficients equal those given by the
Figure.

The decoder described above for 3-speaker stereo can be
generalised to an n-speaker decoder, as shown in FIG. 34b.
In the limit, as the attenuator fades T, . to zero gain this
becomes equivalent to the nx2 matrix converter described
above. The final matrix D,, , is an nx3 transmission decoding
matrix of the form also described above. Here signals
cmerging from the input matrix (equ. 23) are called M,
S jec» Toao- and signals entering the output matrix are denoted
M, S, T. The matrix may be implemcntcd by bandsplitting in
a manner analoguous to FIG. 5.

The rotation matrix is implemented in a fashion analogous
to that described with respect to FIG. 8 above. The matrix is
shown in FIG. 34¢. The function of the filter means 38 and
all pass 3Bz and gain 385 is the same as in FIG. 8, and the
element referenced 38 is identical to 38e¢, 38¢ is identical to
384 and 38d is identical to 385. It can be shown that this is
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a close approximation to the ideal rotation matrix for valucs
of phi near 45°, e.g. 35° or 55°.

As well as applying to formats with different numbers of
speakers this aspect can also be used with any signals
incorporating directionally encoded 360° surround sound
signals that are linear combinations of an omnidirectional
signal W, a signal X with gain proportional to cosine of
direction and a signal Y with gain proportional to sinc of
direction. Furthermore, those elements may have been trans-
formed by, e.g., a forward dominance transformation. Onc
particular Lorentz transformation termed by the inventor the
“forward dominance” transformation, and defined in detail
below, has the effect of increasing front sound gain by a
factor A while altering the rear sound gain by an inverse
factor 1/A.

W=2%A+ AW+ 8"A-A "X 25
X =%+ A7HX + 2750 - A Hw
Y=¥%

This is a Lorentz transformation which produces trans-
formed signal components W' X' Y' satisfying thc above
equation where A is a real parameter having any desired
positive value. The transformed components still satisfy the
characteristic relationships between B format signals W, X,
Y, but with gains and azimuthal orientations different from
those of the raw components.

It follows from the above relationship that a due-front
B-format sound with W,X,Y gains of 1, 2'? and 0 respec-
tively is transformed into one with a gain A times larger
whereas a due-rear sound with original gains 1,-2'2 and 0
respectively is transformed into a rear sound with gain A~}
Thus this forward dominance transformation increases front
sound gain by factor A whereas i1 alters rear sound gains by
an inverse factor /A and the relative gain of front to back
sounds is altered by a factor A% which allows the relative
gain of reproduction of rear sounds to be modified to reduce
(or increase) their relative contributions. The matrices speci-
fied in the relevant claims may be implemented by any
functionally equivalent matrix or combination of matrices
formed by combining or splitting the matrices set out in the
claims and FIGS. 34a and 345.

FIG. 16 shows a design process for a transmission hier-
archy. In this process the last column of D,,, can be chosen
at will subject to linear independence of the other columns
and this choice then determines the corresponding coeffi-
cients of the encoding matrix. Rather than using fixed
values, the encoder values may vary moment by moment
provided that the choice is transmitted to the decoder as a
side chain signal so that decoder can perform the inverse of
the encoding function at any given moment. Error noise
artefacts, such as those introduced by data compression can
be subjectively minimised by adaptively modifying the
encoding equation to match the instantaneous distribution of
signal energies among the speaker feed signals, and using an
inverse equation for the decoder. A preferred strategy adjusts
the coefficients so the transmission channels more ncarly
diagonalise the signal correlation matrix than would a fixed
encoding function.

Although the process of FIG. 16 makes use of transmis-
sion channels, those channels may be used simply as an aid
to the derivation of appropriate values for the converters and
the channels themselves need not be present explicitly in a
given implementation of the hierarchy.

The appendix below lists a cascadable hierarchy of con-
version matrices between any numbers n; and n, spcaker
feed signals between 1 and 5 for multi-speaker stereo based
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on the results of encoding from n, speakers and decoding
into n, spcakers using the orthogonal transmission systcms
designed using the flow diagram of FIG. 16 with the earlier
highly preferred values of ¢', ¢,, &,,. ¢,. ¢ and the vector
(a,b,c) parameters, whose transmission encoding and decod-
ing malrices were given ecarlier. Tt will be noted that the
conversion matrices from a smaller to a larger number of
loudspeakers in the hicrarchy listed in the appendix are
preferred matrix reproduction decoders as described earlier,
and that the conversion matrices from a larger numbcer of
loudspeakers to a smaller number of loudspeakers have
matrices that are the matrix transposes of the matrices from
the smaller to the larger number with any frequency-depen-
dent all-pass component deleted. The following pages
describe how a more general hierarchy may be constructed
for conversion between formats having different numbers n
of channels.

In a cascadable hierarchy transmission system con-
structed following the method of FIG. 16 when thc input to
a given conversion stage has a smaller number of channels
than the output from the stage then an upconversion matrix
as previously described for n-speaker stereo is used. Where
a smaller number of channels are output then a downcon-
version matrix is used. In the special and preferred case
where the transmission decoding and encoding matrices D,,,,
and E,, in the construction of FIG. 16 are orthogonal it can
be shown that the downconversion matrices arc the matrix
transpose of the upconversion matrices.

Generalisation 10 Other Systems

The above cascadable hierarchical approach to the repro-
duction of stereophonic sound across a sector can also be
applied tc more general multichannel directional sound
encoding and reproduction systems. In the earlier sections of
the description, the requirements for hierarchical transmis-
sion and reception systems of directional sound reproduction
systems were described, and a method of constructing
examples of such systems applying to stereophonic systems
was given in connection with FIGS. 14 to 16.

The following describes a more general hierarchical
approach applicable to systems of sound reproduction not
only incorporating multispeaker stereo encoding and repro-
duction modes, but also various proposed surround-sound
modes as well. It is convenient to describe this more general
approach using mathematical notations, but the systems
described earlier in this description, and other examples to
be given later, are examples of this general approach.

Suppose that we have N desired modes of directional
sound encoding denoted by the letters A, for i=1,2, ..., to
N, where the system A, uses a number n, of audio channel
signals, and further suppose that, for every i, j from 1 to N
there is a preferred nXn, conversion matrix R;; converting
the n, audio signals encoded into the system A, mto n; audio
31gna]s suuable for reproducnon from the encodmg systcm
A;. Call R;; an “upconversion” matrix, and write A, =A,
and only if ; takes linearly independent sxgnals in the
system A, into lmear]y independent signals in the system A,
(which requires that n, =n).

Then the collection of directional encoding systems A,
with i=1 to N and the collection of conversion matrices R;
between each pair of systems is said to constitute a “cas-
cadable hierarchy” of systems if the following mathematical
conditions (1) to (5) are satisfied:

(1) For i=1 to N, R;; is the n;xn; identity matrix I, i.e

conversion of a system to itself leaves 51gna.ls
unchanged.

e 1

W
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(2) If i and j are such that R is an invertible matrix (which
requires that n=n)), then so is R, and R;; is the matrix
inverse of Ry,

(3) Whenever i, j and k from 1 to N are such that A,;SA;
and A;=A,. then the associated upconversion matrices
satisfy the equation

174

R,.=R,R;:.
(This is termed the “cascadability of upconversion
matrices”, and means that the cascade of two upcon-
version maitrices is also an upconversion matrix).

(4) For any two systems A, and A,, there exists one or

more systems A, such that:

() A=A, and A=A, and

(ii) whenever a system A, is such that A,=A, and

ApSA;, then A ,SA,

(This condition says that there are ‘“‘upconversions”
relating any two systems via a third “smaller” system,
and that there is one or more “maximum” systems of
which they are both upconversions).

(5) For any threc systems A, A; and A, such that when-

ever any system A, issuchthat A, = A and A, =A,, one
has A,=A, then R, =R, R,
This cascadability condition applies not just to upconversion
matrices, but to any three systems such that the middle
system is an upconversion of the "maximum” system of
which the two outer systems are upconversions.

All of the conditions (1) to (5) hold for earlier described
systems of upconversion and down-conversion between
n-speaker stereophonic signals, but apply to other cases.

Cascadable hierarchies are desirable because not only do
they allow sounds encoded for any one system A, to be
converted by a matrix means R, for reproduction from any
other system A; in the hierarchy with satisfactory results, but
also ensures that the resulis of repeated conversions between
different systems, such as may takec place in a long broadcast
chain or when material intended for one systcms is con-
verted and then reconverted several times before reaching
the final user, are satisfactory also, never sounding any
worse than the results obtained by a single conversion down
to the “maximum” system of which all the systems in the
cascaded chain are upconversions, followed by a single
upconversion to the final system. Noncascadable hierar-
chies, such as have been proposed in the prior art, lead to a
continuing degradation of the reproduced directional effect
as repeated conversions occur.

Thus use of a cascadable hierarchy of systems means that
any user can converl a directionally encoded sound, no
matter what its history and origins earlier in the sound chain,
into any other directional sound encoding mode in the
hierarchy, knowing that the results will not degrade exces-
sively by doing so.

While the desirability of having a cascadable hierarchy is
evident, it has not in the prior art been obvious how to design
it. In general, one only knows the upconversion matrices that
subslantially preserve the originally intended directional
effect via a more elaborate encoding system, satisfying the
requirements (1) to (4) above. As in the stereophonic case
described earlier, it is possible to design a cascadable
hierarchy of directionally encoded systems starting only
from a knowledge of the upconversion matrices, by methods
generalising those described in connection with FIGS. 14 to
16.

The design method is based on encoding, for every i from
1 to n, the n, encoding system signals A, into a collection Z,
of n, transmission signals via an invertible nxn,; transmis-
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sion encoding matrix (7) E,, and decoding from the n,
transmission signals (60) in Z, the n, encoding system
signals A, via the inverse nf-xn, transmission decoding matrix
D,; 3, such that E;=D,™", as shown in FIG. X1.

Such transmission signals are required to be related 1o
cach other for different i and j as shown in FIG. X2, where
for A,=A; with upconversion matrix P;,, the matrix mapping
L; from the n, transmission signals Z, 1o the n, transmission
signals Z; such that

E;R=L,E;
has the form of taking the n; individual transmission signals
in Z, to n; of the n, transmission channel signals in Z;. This
is an extension of the idea expressed in conncction with
FIGS. 14 and 15 that the transmission channels of simpler
systems form a subset of those for more elaborate systems.

Using D,~E, ", it then follows that

R;D;=D;L;

from which it follows that the n, columns of the transmission
decoding matrix Dj; corresponding to transmission signals
present in Z, has the form of the nxn,; matrix R,D;,. The
remaining n,~n, columns of D;; must be linearly independent
of each other and of the columns of R;;D,; in order that Dy,
be invertible.

Thus, by analogy with the stereophonic hierarchy flow
diagram of FIG. 16, the transmission decoding matrix D;; for
a system A, should chosen such that for all systems A;=A,,
the n; columns of D,; corresponding to those transmission
channels in Z; which arc also transmission channels in Z;
must be chosen to be equal to the n,xn, matrix R, D, and the
remaining columns chosen to be linearly independent of
each other and of the other n; columns. If this is done, and
if the encoding matrices E; are set equal to D, ’, then the
resulting transmission system is such that if one codes any
system A, via E,, and then uses a matrix T that takes any
transmission channel in Z, also in Z, to itself and any
transmission channel in Z; not in Z, into zero, the the
conversion matrix

R,,:D”II,E"
from the system A, to the system A, is such that all A)'s
equipped with all such conversion matrices R, can be shown
to form a cascadable hierarchy.

Thus, in strict analogy with the construction of FIG. 16,
a system of encoding and decoding into transmission chan-
nels satisfying E,R;~L.E,, or equivalently satisfying the
above conditions for the columns of D;;, for just the upcon-
version matrices R, automatically results in the conversion
matrices formed by encoding A, retaining only transmission
channels lying in Z, and decoding into A, automatically
define a cascadable hierarchy of directional sound encoding
systems A; with conversion matrices R,,.

Thus, whether or not the transmission signals in the
collections Z; are actually used or not, such signals can be
used to construct from the upconversion matrices R;; for
A=A, satisfying the above condition on the columns of Dy,
a cascadable hicrarchy.

As already mentioned, the construction associated with
FIG. 16 provided such a cascadable hierarchy in the special
case of frontal stage stereo signals, where A; may be the
signals intended to feed i-speaker stereo speakers.

However, other kinds of sound reproduction system may
be added to the above frontal stage stereo hierarchies to form
a more flexible cascadable hicrarchy also allowing various
forms of surround-sound and ambisonic sound reproduction,
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while allowing flexible conversion between all reproduction
or directional encoding modes.

This is now illustrated by an examplc using five trans-
mission channels denoted M, S, T, B, and F,, described
with reference to FIG. X3.

Consider the following directional encoding modes:

mono conveying a signal C,

2-speaker sterco conveying signals L, and R,

3-speaker stereo conveying signals L, C; and R;, all as

described earlier for a frontal stage, and in addition,

2:1 stereo conveying a frontal stage 2-channel stereo

signal L, and R, and a rear-stage mono signal C, ;=B

3:1 stereo conveying frontal stage 3-channel stereo sig-
nals L., Cyx and R, and a rear slage mono signal
C,s=B.

3:2 stereo conveying frontal stage 3-channel sterco sig-
nals Lsp, Csp, Ry and rear stage 2-channel stereo
signals L, and R,p.

These systems of encoding front and rear stage stereo
directionality have been widely proposed for use with
HDTYV and cinema sound.

B-format ambisonic coding conveying three signals W, X
and Y conveying 360° horizontal azimuthal sounds, encod-
ing sounds from an azimuthal directional angle ¢with
respective gains 1, 2"%cos$ and 2'Zsing.

BEF-format enhanced ambisonic coding conveying five
signals W, X, Y, E, F conveying 360° horizontal azimuthal
sounds, encoding sounds from an azimuthal directional
angle ¢ with respective gains:

W: 1

X: 22¢os¢

Y: 2'2sing

E: kl1-kg(1—cosd)] for IpI=dg O for 1ol>dg,

F: 2"k sing for lb|=¢g —2"%k, sing for [180°—¢IS g O
otherwisc,

where ¢ is a predetermined frontal encoding stage half
width typically between 60° and 70°, ¢, is a predetermined
rear encoding stage hall width typically between 60° and
70°, kg is a fixed gain chosen from a range of values
between 3 and 3% (a preferred value is 3.25), and the gains
kg, k- and k; may be chosen by the user to be greater than
or equal to zero, and less than or equal to one, such that
typically k, may equal one for azimuth 0° sounds and
typically k and k. may have roughly equal values around
one half.

BE-format ambisonic, which uses the four signals W, X,
Y, E defined above for BEF-format.

BF-format ambisonic which uses the four signals W, X, Y,
F defined above for BEF-format.

The BEF-format signals provide additional information
permitting sound reproduction with improved frontal-stage
image stability and improved front/rear stage separation as
compared to reproduction from B-format. The BE-format
signals provide only improved frontal image stability, and
the BF-format signals provide only improved front/rear
stage separation.

For the purposes of a description related to the above
description of cascadable hierarchies and associated trans-
mission systems, we may label the above ten directional
encoding systems A, to A,, respectively for mono (A,),
2-gpeaker stereo (A,), 3-speaker stereo (Aj), 2:1 stereo (A,),
3:1 stereo (As), 3:2 stereo (Ag), B-format (A,), BE-format
(Ag), BF-format (Ay) and BEF-format (A,,).
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We have found that a cascadable hierarchy may be formed
from the ten directional cncoding systems just described
using five transmission channels My, S,, T,, B,, F, giving
satisfactory subjective results when one encoding is repro-
duced via reproduction from any other, when a transmission
system using encoding matrices E;; with matrix coefficients
similar to those indicated below is construcled:

mono E,,
M’I' = Cl

2-speaker sterco F,,

0 7071
0.7071

0.7071
—0.7071

(”’) ()

3-speaker stereo Ej;

05000 0.7071  0.5000 Ls
07071 0.0000 —D.7071 C
0.5000 -0.7071 06.5000 R
2:1 stereo E,,
My 07071 07071 0.6396 \ [ Lor
07071 -0.7071  0.0000 Ror
0.0000 0.9360 B
B-format ambisonic E,.
Mz 07500 0.1768  0.0000 w
Sr J=] 0.0000 0.0000 0.6638 X
Br 0.4500 -0.3880  0.0000 Y
3:1 stereo Ess
My 05000 0707t 05000 0.6396\ [ L3F
S5z ] fo77 0000 -07071  0.0000 Cir
Br 0.0000 0.0000  0.0000 0.9360 Rir
Ty 0.5000 —0.7071 0.5000  0.0000 B
3:2 stereo Egq
Mr
Sr
Br =
r
Fr
Lg'
0.5000 0.7071 0.5000 0.4523  0.4523
0.7071 0.0000 -0.7071  0.7071 -0.7071 Csr
0.0000  0.0000 0.0000 0.6619 0.6615 R3yf
0.5000 —0.7071 05000  0.0000  0.0000 Log
0.7071 00000 -0.7071 -0.8830  (.8839 Ras
BEF-format ambisonics E;4;,
Mr
ST
Br =
Ir
FT



0.7500
0.0000
0.4500
0.0000
0.0000

61

-continued

0.1768
0.0000
—0.388%
0.0000
0.0000

0.0000
0.6638
0.0000
0.0000
0.0000

0.0000
0.0000
0.0000
-~1.0000
0.0000

0.0000
0.0000
0.0000
0.0000
0.6638

5,594,800
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BE-format ambisonics £gzx

My 0.1768
0.0000
—0.3889
0.0000

0.0000
0.6638
0.0000
0.0000

0.0000
0.0000
0.0000
—~1.0000

0.7500
Sr 0.0000
Br 0.4500
T 0.0000

S

BF-format ambisonics Egg

Mr
Sr
Br
Fr

0.0000
0.6638
0.0000
0.0000

0.0000
0.0000
0.0000
0.6638

0.7500
0.0000
0.4500
0.0000

0.1768
0.0000
—0.3889
0.0000

R

It will be noted that for i=1 to 3, E,, are as given earlier
as the preferred encoding matrices for the 3-speaker stereo
hierarchy described in connection with FIGS. 6 and 7. Also
note that the frontal stereo stage signals for 2:1, 3:1 and 3:2
stereo are also encoded into the My, S and T, transmission
channels in the same way as frontal-only stereo signals, but
that rear-stage stereo signals are encoded into these three
transmission channels at a reduced gain, because it has been
found that frontal stereo reproduction of ‘‘surround sound”
material sounds best if the rear stage sounds are reproduced
around 3 to 6 dB down.

The B, transmission channel is intended to convey pre-
dominantly rear stage material, and F,- corresponds to the
difference signal across a frontal stage minus a difference
signal across a rear stage. These transmission signals involv-
ing rear stage sounds did not exist in the frontal stage stereo
hierarchy described in connection with FIG. 16.

The decoding matrices D,, of this transmission hierarchy
are simply given by the matrix inverse E; ' of E,, which
may be computed from the above matrices using any matrix
inverse program on a computer or calculator.

The conversion matrices R,; from A, to A, for the above
ten systems may then be computed by encoding the signals
of A, into transmission signals via E,, given above, putting
all transission signals not used either by A, or A, equal 10
zero, and then decoding these transmission signafs into A,
via Djszjj_’. The resulting conversion matrices on the ten
systems create a cascadable hierarchy satisfying conditions
(1) to (5) earlier, in which R, is an upconversion matrix
whenever the transmission signals of A, are also transmis-
sion signals for A, which can be determined by inspection
of FIG. X3.

Moreover, the conversion matrices R, thus obtained,
which give satisfactory reproduction of signals intended or
converted for system A, via reproduction for system A;, may
be used directly for conversion between different directional
encoding modes, for example in a sound reproducer
arranged for reproduction for one mode when receiving
signals intended for another. Such direct conversion can also
be used in a professional or studio environment for conver-
sion of available programme sources in one mode for
recording, reproduction or subsequent transmission in
another, without fear of the possibility of excessive degrad-
tion of directional quality due to possible previous conver-
sions.

Alternatively, such conversion can be achieved by using
intermediate transmission channel signals via encoding and
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decoding matrices, which may be, but need not be, of the
form of the signals M, S5, T+, B and F,. described above.
For example, the transmission signals may be encoded with
an additional nonzero gain, and decoded with the inverse of
said gain, said gain possibly being different for each trans-
mission signal, or desired independent linear combinations
of M, S,, B, T, and F. may be used as intermediate
transmission signals.

It will be appreciated that further directional sound encod-
ing systems may be added to the above cascadable hierarchy
if desired. For cxample, 4- and 5-speaker frontal stage stereo
systems A,; and A,, may be added, encoded using addi-
tional transmission signals T, and T, as described in
earlicr sections of the description in connection with FIGS.
14 to 16, and these signals may also incorporate the frontal
stage transmission signals for 4:1, 4:2, 5:1 and 5:2 stereo
systems with identical matrix coefficients. Alternatively or
in addition, a 2:2 stereo system, using two front stage stereo
signals L, and R, and two rear stage stereo signals L,,
and R,, may be added as a system A3, using the encoding
matrix equations

2:2 stereo E;3;3

My 07071 07071 04523 04523 LoF
St | 07071 -07071 07071  —0.7071 RoF
Br | | 00000 00000 06619  0.6619 Lea
Fr 07071 -0.7071 —0.8839  0.8839 Ras

The cascadable hierarchy may be extended to these systems
as before by constructing D,=E,; ' and R;, by encoding via
E,; and decoding via D;;. ’

It will also be appreciated that the construction of a useful
and subjectively acceptable hierarchy involving these direc-
tional encoding systems is not confined to the precise values
of the coefficients in the above encoding matrices E;,;, but
that small changes in coefficients may be acceptable or
preferred. Changes maintaining left/right symmetry which
alter the gains of transmission channels, and/or which
modily the gain with which rear sounds are incorporated
into M,- and S, andfor which modify the coefficients by a
small amount which may be under 0.05, 0.1 or 0.2 may still
give a cascadablc hierarchy the subjective effects of whose
conversion matrices R, is still acceptable.

‘While the ambisonic directional encoding systems A, with
i=7 to 10 above have been used for convenience of descrip-
tion, it will be appreciated that signals comprising linearly
independent combinations of the signals W, X, Y, E, and F
may equally be used as a directional coding system A,, and
that the encoding matrix will then be modified to

(Eidnew=Eido1lons

where the matrix C,; is that matrix that converts the new
Iinear combinations of BEF format signals into BEF-format
(or B-format or BE-format or BF-format, depending on
whether i=10 or 7 or 8 or 9), and where (E,),,; » is the
encoding matrix given above and (E;),.., is the encoding
matrix used with the modified A,.

A specific modification of BEF-format and BF-format that
is often desirable in professional applications is now
described. Define depleted BEF-format to consist of the
signals
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W=W-E
X =X-2"E

¥

E

F

where W, X, Y, E and F are as defined for BEF-format.

Depleted BEF-format has operational advaniages as com-
pared to BEF-Tormat for professional signal handling appli-
cations, arising from the fact that, for the value one of the
gain k¢ in E, the depleted signals W' and X' equal zero for
froni-centre sounds with ¢=0°. Thus a sound intended for
sharp front centre localisation may be mixed in just with the
E signal of depleted BEF-format, all other signals of
depleted BEF-format being equal to zero at that sound
position.

Depleted BE-format is similarly described as comprising
the four signals W’, X', Y and E from depleted BEF-format.

In recording or mixing applications, it may be desired to
position monophonically recorded sounds to an azimuth ¢ in
BE-, BF-, BEF-, depleted BE- or depleted BEF-format, and
this may be done by subjecting the monophonic signal to an
arrangement of four or five gains respectively equal to: 1 for
W, 2'2¢cos¢ for X, 212sing for Y, and to the values:

K (1-kg(l—cos ¢)) for IpI=d; and O for Ipi>¢g for the signal L,

212k, sin § for IpI=dy and —2'2k,, sin ¢ for 1180°—$l=¢, and O
for other $ for the signal F,

1—kg[1-kg(I—cos ¢)] for IpI=ds and 1 for Ipl>ds for the signal W',
and

2" [cos ¢k (1—kg(1—cos )] for W =¢s and 22 cos ¢ for P>
for X',

where the half-stage widths ¢4 and ¢, and k; are as before
and where kg, k. and k, are optionally adjustable positive
user gains=1.

Such an arrangement of gains, with the value of ¢
opcrated by a user-adjustable control means, constitutes a
“panpot” or positioning device for these ambisonic formats.
It is also possible to create BE-, BEF- BF-, depleted BE- and
depleted BEF-format signals from B-format ambisonic sig-
nals W,, X, and Y, containing significant signals only
across a limited sound stage by matrixing. For example, if
sounds in B-format signals W, X and Y are confined to
azimuths ¢ with IdpI>¢s, then the signals W=W,, X=X,,
Y=Yy, E=kg{Wrko(W—2"X.), F=k,Yp W=W,
KelWko(W—27"X.)), X=X~2"Kk AW, kAW 2"
»Xz)) are encoded as signals for the 4- and 5-channel
ambisonic formats, and for sounds in B-format signals
confined to azimuths ¢ with 1180°—$I=¢,, W=W,, X=X,
Y=Y4u, E=0, F=Kk;Y 5, W'=W,, X'=X,, where the B-format
signals confined to the rear stage are Wy, X, and Y.

It will be understood in the above descriptions of panpot
means and matrixing means to produce BE-, BF-, BEF-,
depleted BE- and depleted BEF-formats, that any output
signals may be subjected to predetermined nonzero gains,
including possibly polarity inversion, so as to achieve output
signals having levels and/or polarities suitable for use with
available signal channels or recording or transmission chan-
nels.

Some of the prior art surround sound systems for direc-
tional encoding of 360° azimuthal sound, including all
systems in the prior art UMX hierarchy and the B-format
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encoding, have mathematical rotational symmetry in the
sense that, for every angle of rotation of the whole 360°
sound stage, there exists a corresponding nxn matrix on the
n channel signals of the directional encoding such that the
application of this matrix to the original encoded signals
produces signals encoded for the same encoding system, but
with all encoded sound source positions rotated by said
angle of rotation within the 360° stage.

Designing hierarchical systems for conversion between
such encoding systems with mathematical rotational sym-
metry has been known in the prior ari, for example in
connection with the UMX hierarchy, but hitherto, there has
been no known method in the prior art of designing cascad-
able hierarchies in which some of the directional encoding
systems, especially those using three or more channels, lack
rotational symmetry. While B-format has mathematical rota-
tional symmetry, none of the other systems in thc cascadable
hierarchy described in connection with FIG. 37 has math-
ematical rotational symmetry.

AN ORTHOGONAL CONVERSION
HIERARCHY

The following upconversion matrices are subjectively
exceptionally good performers, giving substantially optimal
preservation of the originally intended stereo effect via a
larger number of speakers.
3x2 upconversion matrix R,

This case involves, for best subjective results, the use of
a frequency-dependent conversion matrix as follows:

L3 0.8536 + 00607 A  —0.1464 +0.0607 A L
¢ |=| 0.5000-0.08584 0.5000 — 0.0858 A ( N )
~0.1464 + 0.0607 A 0.8536 + 0.0607 A 2

R

where A is an all-pass network gain having gain —1 below 5
kHz and +1 above 5 kHz. Putting A=0 gives a reasonable
frequency-independent upconversion matrix, although not
as good as the frequency-dependent case.

4x3 upconversion matrix R,

Le

0.9303 -0.1297  0.0527 £
Ls _| 03314 06951 01479 G
Rs -0.1479  0.6951  0.3314
Ra 00527 01297  0.9303 R
5x4 upconversion matrix R,
Lo 09535 -0.1084  0.0590 -0.0324 Ls
La 0.2533 0.7870 -0.1989  0.0859 Ls
Cs }=| 01345  0.5708 0.5708 —0.1349 R
Ry 0.0859 -0.1989 07870  0.2533 >
Re —-0.0324 00590 —0.1084 059535 Ra

Other upconversion matrices

Other upconversion matrices are preferably formed by
cascading the above three matriccs. This yields the follow-
ing “composite” upconversion matrices.
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4x2 upconversion matrix Ry, 4x5 downconversion matrix P,
La 0.7215 + 0.0708 A 0.1561 + 0.0708 A Ls
Ls | | 06521-004854 0.1728 — 0.0485 A L2 5 Ls |
Rs || 01728 004854 0.6521 —0.0485 A R> Rs |~
R. —0.1561 + 0.0708 A 0.7215 + 0.0708 A Ra
where as before, A is preferably an all-pass with gain —1 Le
. i 10 0.5535  0.2533 -0.1340 0.0859 —0.0324 L
below 5 kHz and gain +1 above 5 kHz, or where A=0 in the _0.1084 07870 05708 _0.1989  0.0590
: 5
frequency independent case. 0.0590 -0.198% 05708 07870 —0.1084
5%2 upconversion matrix R, ~-0.0324 00859 -0.1349 02533 05535 7
Re
Le 15
0.6325 + 0.0676 A —0.1525 + 0.0676 A . . .
I 2x4 downconversion matrix R,
4 0.6482 — 0.0045 A 0.0287 — 0.0045 A L2
Cs |=1 03945-0.07454 0.3945 - 0.0745 A ( r ) L.
Ry 0.0287 ~ 0.0045 A 0.6482 — 0.0045 A : L Ls
R —0.1525 + 0.0676 A 0.6325 + 0.0676 A 20 2 y_( 0725 06521 01728 -0.156] )
© R> -0.1561 0.1728 0.6521 0.7215 Rs
. . . Ry
where as before A is an all-pass with gain —1 below 5 kHz
and gain +1 above 5 kHz, or where A=0 in the frequency- 2x5 downconversion matrix R,s
independent case. 25
5x3 upconversion matrix Rs, Lg
Ly
Le 08107 01538  0.0557 L2 ;( 0.6325 0.6482 03945 0.0287 -0.1525 ) :
L : ’ ’ I 10 R; | \-01525 00287 03945 0.6482 06325
7 0.5304 03648 —-0.0891 3 Ry
Cs |=| —0.0279 08285 00279 Cs Re
R; -0.0891 03648  0.5304 R3
Rs 0.0557  -0.I538 08407 3x5 downconversion matrix R
35
. . L.
Downconversion matrices ?
. . . . G )=
The downconversion matrices for this case are obtained *
. . . . R
by putting A=0 in the above and taking the matrix transposc !
(i.e. turning rows into columns and vice-versa). We warn 40 Le
that this “transpose property” is special to the orthogonal 0.8407 0.5304 _D.0279 —0.0891 0.0557 Ly
hierarchy case, and does not generalise. Thus we get the ~0.1538 0.3648 0.8285 03648 —0.1538 Cs
following downconversion matrices. 0.0557 -0.0891 —0.0279 05304  0.8407 R;
2x3 downconversion matrix R, 45 Rs
Iy . .
Ly 0.8536 0.5000 —0.1464 ) c monophonic downconversion R,,, (n=2 to 5)
= 3
R> —0.1464  0.5000 0.8536 . s C,=0.7071 L,+0.7071 R,
C,=0.5000 L,+0.7071 C3+0.5000 R,
3x4 downconversion matrix R, C,=0.3998 L,+0.5832 L,+0.5832 R;+0.3998 R,
I C,=0.3394 L+0.4786 L,+0.5579 C.,+0.4786 R,+0.3394
L3 09303 03314 -01479 00527 Ls 55 R,
G |=| 01297  0.695] 0.6951  -0.1297 Rs Selected down/up-conversion matrices
R; 00527 —0.1479 03314 09303 -
Ry 3 to 2 to 3 conversion R;,;R5;
Ly 0.7500 + 004294 03536 +0.0607A  —0.2500 + 0.0429 A Ls
G |=] 03536-0.0607A 0.5000 — 0.0858 A 0.3536 — 0.0607 A G
Ry —0.2500 + 0.0425 A 0.3536 + 0.0607 A 0.7500 + 0.0429 A Ry
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4 to 3 to 4 conversion R,;R,
L 0.8851 02103 -0.2103 —0.1149 L
Ls' 0.2103 0.6149 0.3851 -0.2103 Ls
gs || 02103 0.3851 0.6149 0.2103 Rs
R -0.1149  -0.2103  0.2103 0.8851 R.

The above conversion matrices are optimised according 10
the specific values of decoder parameters ¢, ¢', b, ¢p0,, Os,
(a,b,c,). Slightly different values, associated with different
speaker layouts, will give marginally different equations
above, but in all cases, cocfficients will differ only a litile
from those given here.

I claim:

1. A matrix converter R, ,,,; for converting a first audio
signal (20) stercophonically encoded for reproduction over
n, speakers into a second audio signal (40) stereophonically
encoded for reproduction over n, loudspeakers, when n,, n,
are iniegers n;>2 and n,>n,, characterised in that the matrix
converter R is an energy preserving matrix arranged sub-
stantially to preserve to within an overall constant of pro-
portionality, the total reproduced energy and the reproduced
directional effect of the encoded audio signal.

2. A matrix converter according to claim 1, said matrix
converter being further such as substantially to preserve, to
within a second constant of proportionality the reproduced
angular disposition of velocity vectors and being further
such as substantially to preserve, to within a third constant
of proportionality the reproduced angular disposition of
sound intensity vectors.

3. A matrix converter according to claim 2, wherein the
ratio of said second constant of proportionality to said third
constant of proportionality lies between one half and two.

4. A matrix converter according to claim 1, wherein the
matrix coefficients expressed in terms of the matrix rela-
tionships connecting said loudspeaker feed signals repre-
sented by the first audio signals to loudspeaker feed signals
represented by said second audio signals are such that across
several octaves of the audio frequency range some matrix
co-efficients are substantially of opposite polarity to and of
magnitude less than two fifths of the dominant or largest
coefficient, wherein any two stereophonic signal compo-
nents intended for reproduction via said first number n,; of
loudspeakers are reproduced via said second number n, of
loudspeakers via said matrix converter with energy gains
differing by less than three decibels.

5. A matrix converter according to claim 4 wherein the
said two stereophonic signal components are reproduced
with energy gains differing by less than two decibels.

6. A matrix converter according to claim 5 wherein the
said two stereophonic signal components are reproduced
with energy gains differing by less than one decibel.

7. A matrix converter according to claim 1 in which said
first and second audio signals are stereophonically encoded
for speaker arrangements which are substantially left/right
symmetric with respect to reflection about the notional
forward direction, said matrix converter being left/right
symmetric in the sense that if all left input and output signals
were to be exchanged with their symmetrically disposed
right counterparts, the results given by said matrix means
would remain substantially unchanged.

8. A matrix converter according to claim 1, wherein the
matrix is arranged so that the angular dispositions of the
reproduced velocity vectors of the second audio signal is
substantially equal to the angular dispositions of the repro-
duced sound intensity vectors in that signal at frequencies
across several octaves of the audio frequency range.
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9. A matrix converter according to claim 1 responsive to
signals L5, C; and R, intended for respective left, centre and
right loudspeakers of a three-speaker stereo arrangement and
producing signals L,, L., R, and R, intended for reproduc-
tion via respective outer left, inner lefl, inner right and outer
right loudspeakers of a four-speaker stereo arrangement,

wherein substantially
M;
cosds Cs

My cosd3
Ms - sina
and
(S4 ) ( COS% )
= : S3
Ss singo

to within an overall constant of gain proportionality that may
vary with frequency, where M, =27*(L_+R) and §=2"
w(L,—R,) for p=3, 4 and 5, where ¢ and ¢,, are predeter-
mined angle parameters that may vary with frequency.

10. A matrix converter according to claim 1 responsive to
signals L,, Ls, R5, and R, intended for reproduction via
respective outer left, inner right and outer right loudspeakers
of a four-speaker stereo arrangement and producing signals
L, L, C5, R, and Ry intended for reproduction via the
respective outer left, inner left, centre, inner right and outer
right loudspeakers of a five-speaker stereo arrangement,
wherein the converter comprises a 5x4 energy prescrving
matrix as described herein.

11. A matrix reproduction decoder including a matrix
converter according to claim 1, the reproduction decoder
including an input arranged to receive the first audio signal
from a transmission or recording medium and means for
outputting signals corresponding to the n, loudspeaker feed
signals.

12. An audio visual system including one or more loud-
speakers arranged centrally with respect to a screen and left
and right loudspeakers, the system including a matrix repro-
duction decoder according to claim 11.

13. A portable audio system including a matrix rcproduc-
tion decoder according to claim 11.

14. An audio reproduction system for installation in a
vehicle incorporating a matrix reproduction decoder accord-
ing to claim 11.

I5. A public address system including a matrix reproduc-
tion decoder according to claim 11.

16. A transmission decoder according to claim 11 further
comprising means responsive to transmitted side-chain sig-
nals conveying time-varying transmission matrix coeffi-
cients for varying the matrix coefficients of the transmission
matrix decoder of the matrix converter, the coefficients
being varied so as to minimise perceived noise errors in the
transmitted signal.

17. A matrix reproduction decoder according to claim 11,
further comprising delay compensation means for introduc-
ing delays in one or more of the said signals corresponding
to feed signals so as to compensate for different distances
between the different loudspeakers and a predetermined
position within the listening area, thereby maintaining a
desired stereophonic effect across the listening area.

18, A uansmission matrix encoder according to claim 11
wherein the matrix coefficients of said matrix converter form
a substantially orthogonal, unitary or energy preserving
matrix.

19. A matrix reproduction decoder according to claim 11
whercin the matrix coeflicients of said matrix converted
form a matrix that is substantially orthogonal, unitary,
cnergy-preserving or the Hermitian matrix adjoint of an
energy preserving matrix.

—singy
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20. An encoder or decoder according to claim 18, in which
the converter deparls from the performance of the ideal
orthogonal, unitary, encrgy preserving or Hermitian adjoint
matrix by no more than 3 dB preferably no more than 2 dB
and more preferably no more than 1 dB.

21. A transmission mairix encoder including a matrix

converter according to claim 1, the transmission encoder
including an input arranged to receive the first andio signal
and an output for outputting the second audio signal onio a
transmission or recording medium.
22. A matrix converter R, ,, according to claim 1, for
converting a first audio signal stereophonically ecncoded for
reproduction over n; speakers into a second audio signal
stercophonically encoded for reproduction over n, loud-
speakers, where n,, n, are integers greater than 1 and n,<n,
characterized in that the matrix is the matrix transpose of the
coeflicients of a matrix converter R, ,,, for converting a first
audio signal stereophonically encoded for reproduction over
n, speakers into a second audio signal stereophonically
encoded for reproduction over n, loudspeakers, when n, is
an integer >1 and n,>n,, characterized in that the conversion
malrix means is an energy preserving matrix arranged sub-
stantially to preserve to within an overall constant of pro-
portionality the total reproduced energy and the reproduced
directional effect of the encoded audio signal.

23. A matrix converter R, ;,,, according to claim 1 having
cocficients determined by cascading matrix converters
Rnan and Rn3n2'

24. A matrix converter according to claim 1, in which the
first audio signal input to the converter is a transmission
signal.

25. A matrix converter of claim 1, which is a frequency
dependent energy preserving matrix.

26. A matrix reproduction decoding means responsive 10
a first plurality of signals proportional to signals intended for
reproduction via a first plurality of loudspeakers disposed in
a first left/right symmetric stercophonic arrangement and
providing a greater second plurality of signals proportional
to signals intended for reproduction via a second plurality of
loudspcakers disposed in a second leftright symmetric
stereaphonic arrangement said matrix decoder means com-
prising an input sum and difference matrix means for each
pair of signals intended for a left/right symmetrically dis-
posed pair of loudspeakers in said first arrangement, a first
linear or matrix means responsive to all said sum signals and
to any of said first plurality of signals proportional to a
central loudspeaker feed signal for said first arrangement
providing a first number not less than the number of signals
into said first linear or matrix means of first output signals,
a second linear or matrix means responsive to all said
difference signals providing a second number not less than
the number of said difference signals of output difference
signals, said first number and said second number adding up
to said second plurality, and output sum and difference
matrix means, one associated with each left/right symmetric
pair of loudspcakers in said second arrangement, each
responsive to one of said first output signals and one of said
output difference signals and providing signals from said
second plurality of signals intended for said associated pair
of loudspeakers in said second arrangement, whereby any of
said second plurality of signals proportional to a central
loudspeaker feed signal for said second arrangement is
derived from one output of said first linear or matrix means.

27. A matrix reproduction decoding means according to
claim 26, wherein said decoding means comprises a matrix
converter for converting a first audio signal stereophonically
encoded for reproduction over n, speakers into a second
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audio signal stereophonically encoded for reproduction over
n, loudspeakers, when n,, n, arc integers >| and ny,>n,,
characterized in that the matrix converter R is an energy
preserving matrix arranged substantially to preserve to
within an overall constant of proportionality, the total repro-
duced energy and the reproduced directional effect of the
encoded audio signal in which said first and second audio
signals are stereophonically encoded for speaker arrange-
ments which are substantially left/right symmeiric with
respect to reflection about the notional forward direction,
said matrix converter being left/right symmetric in the sense
that if all left input and output signals were to be exchanged
with their symmetrically disposed right counterparts, the
results giving by said matrix means would remain substan-
tially unchanged.

28. A conversion matrix for converting a first ambisoni-
cally encoded audio signal having components W, X and Y
or linear combinations thereof into a second, stereophoni-
cally encoded signal for reproduction over n, loudspeakers,
wherein n, is an integer =3, the conversion matrix com-
prising a nyx2 conversion matrix means for converting said
first audio signal characterized in that the conversion matrix
means is an energy preserving matrix arranged substantially
to preserve to within an overall consiant of proportionality
the total reproduced energy and the reproduced directional
effect of the encoded audio signal, said conversion matrix
means arranged to receive at one input a first signal M,
formed from the sum of the omnidirectional component W
and a first velocity component X and at the other input a
signal S, formed from the other velocity component Y and
means for outpuiting a further signal component derived
from the difference T, of the said compenents W and X.

29. A conversion matrix according to claim 28 further
comprising a rotation matrix arranged to apply a rotation by
an angle (¢—45°) which may be frequency dependent to the
sum and difference components M, and T, -

30. A conversion matrix according to claim 29, in which
¢ varies from a lower value in a range from substantially 25°
to 45° below substantially 5 kHz to a higher value in a range
from substantially 45° to substantially 65° above 5 kHz.

31. A conversion matrix according to claim 28 further
comprising means for applying a variable attenuation to the
difference component T,,,.

32. An aundio transmission/reproduction system including
in series a plurality of conversion matrices R, for converting
an input audio signal encoded for reproduction over i
loudspeakers into an output audio signal encoded for repro-
duction over j loudspeakers, where i,j are integers and at
least one of i,j is =3 for one or more of the conversion
matrices, wherein the conversion matrices form a cascadable
hierarchy in which for any two matrices R, 3,3, R,,,;, the
following conditions are satisfied:

if n2=min(nl,n3), then:
R,3n2Rn2n1=Rpsn1
and if n2=n1 then:

Ron2Rnon1=lain

where 1,,,, is the nxn identity matrix;
and in which any conversion matrix R, for which j>i is an
energy preserving matrix arranged substantially to pre-
serve to within an overall constant of proportionality
the total reproduced energy of the encoded audio sig-
nal,
33. An audio transmission/reproduction system including
in series a plurality of conversion matrices R, for converting
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a first signal directionally encoded for transmission/repro-
duction via a first number n, of channels into a second signal
directionally encoded for reproduction via a second number
n; of channels in which at least one of n,, n; is 23 and in
which thc matrices are elements of a cascadable hicrarchy,
at least onc of the dircctionally encoded signals being for a
reproduction formal whose directional encoding does not
have mathematical rotational symmetry.

34. A decoder for use in a frontal and rear stage siereo
transmission/reproduction hierarchy including a conversion
matrix formed as the inverse of a matrix including the stereo
sum signal M which is formed from a forward facing
combination of the directional component W and a velocity
component X, the difference component S which is propor-
tional to the side ways component Y, and the rear mono
signal B which is formed from a backwards-facing combi-
nation of W and X and arranged to derive from stereo
channels a B format signal for reproduction in an ambisonic
or surround sound or frontal/rear stage stereo system.

35. A matrix converter R,, ,,, for converting a first audio
signal stereophonically encoded for rcproduction over n,
speakers into a sccond audio signal stereophonically
encoded for reproduction over n, loudspeakers, when n=2
and n, is an integer>n,, characterized in thai the maltrix
converter R is a frequency dependent energy preserving
matrix arranged substantially to preserve to within an overall
constant of proportionality the total reproduced energy and
the reproduced directional effect of the encoded audio
signal.

36. A matrix converter according to claim 35, said matrix
converter being further such as substantially to preserve, to
within a second constant of proportionality, the reproduced
angular disposition of velocity vectors and being further
such as substantially to preserve, (o0 within a third constant
of proportionality, the reproduced angular disposition of
sound intensity vectors.

37. A matrix converter according to claim 36 in which
said third constant of proportionality is dependent on fre-
quency.

38. A converter according to claim 37, in which said third
constant of proportionality is arranged to be greater within
an audio frequency band above 5 kHz than within the audio
band at frequencies between 700 Hz and 3 kHz.

39. A matrix converter according to claim 35, in which
there is provided means for modifying the reproduced width
having the effect of altering the gain of that signal compo-
nent representing the difference component of the first audio
signal.

40. A matrix converter according to claim 33 responsive
to signals L, and R, intended for rcspective left and right
loudspeakers of a two-speaker stereophonic arrangement
and producing signals L,, C, and R;, intended for repro-
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duction via respective left, centre and right loudspeakers of
a three-speaker stereo arrangement, wherein

M; sind
Cs cosp 7

and
S3=w3,,

to within an overall constant of gain proportionality that may
vary with frequency, where M,=2"” (L+R,) and Sp=2'"
(L,—R,) for p=2 and 3, where ¢ is a parameter that may
depend on frequency between 15° and 75°, and where w is
a width gain exceeding sing which may aiso depend on
frequency, wherein ¢ may take on values near 0° or 90° at
low bass frequencies.

41. A matrix converter according to claim 35 responsive
to signals L., and R, intended for respective left and right
loudspeakers of a two-speaker sterco arrangement and pro-
ducing signals L, Ls, Rs; and R, intended for reproduction
viarespective outer left, inner left, inner right and outer right
loudspeakers of a four-speaker stereo arrangement, wherein
substantially

My singy:

Cs  cospas = °

and

Sa  cosdp
S5~ singp "2
to within an overall constant of gain proportionality that may
vary with frequency, where M,=2"2 (L,+R,) and Sp=2'"
(L,—R,) for p=2, 4 and 5, where ¢,,, $, and w are param-
eters that may vary with frequency, where ¢, lies within 25°
of its preservation decoder value of 39.79°=50.36°-10.57°
and ¢, lies within 15° of its “preservation decoder” value of
28.64°, wherein ¢,, and ¢, may lie between 0° and 90° at
low bass frequencics.

42. A transmission matrix encoder including a matrix
converter according to claim 35, the transmission encoder
including an input arranged to receive the first audio signal
and an output for outputting the second audio signal onto a
transmission or recording medium.

43. A matrix converter according to claim 35 in which the
first audio signal input to the converter is a transmission
signal.

44. An audio transmission/reproduction sysiem according
to claim 35 including a plurality of conversion matrices.

* * * * *




